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Suzhou Singapore International School  

From the Head of School ï Mrs Anne Fowles 

 
We hope that you all enjoyed the break and the warmer weather at the start of this week. 

 

A major event to put into your diary  for the coming week is the Grade 10 Personal Project Exhibition. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
a¸tΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
problem solving. 

 

Also next week on Friday is the Student-Led Conferences. Our students will lead their parents in a 
showcase of their work this year. We hope to see you all there. 

 

Mrs Anne Fowles, 

Head of School 
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From the Elementary Principal ï Mr Mark Treichel   

 
 

 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
 
Student-Led Conferences ς Friday 15th April 
 
 
The 15th of April is fast approaching and we are hoping to welcome all of you with your child at school for part 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Řŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ 
in-depth look at their portfolios but also you will participate in typical classroom learning engagements and visit 
the single subject classrooms for some fun activities. We hope you will all sign up to join us. 
 
This is not a regular school day for students and there will be no classes as normal. Students should only come 
to school with their parents and stay until they have finished the Student Led Conference. 
 
The day is divided into 3 sessions: 
 
09.00 to 10.30     
11.00 to 12.30     
13.30 to 15.00 (Pre-K to Grade 5 only) 
 
You should book one session per child. The booking system is online at: 
http://58.210.74.14:8000/PTCBookingWeb/Booking.aspx  
 
Bus services will be available on the day. Please refer to our website for details. 
 
K-5 Sports Day ς Tuesday 19th April 
 
Our K-5 Day is planned for Tuesday 19th April. It is a great day of fun and sports for all who attend so we hope 
you can join us on the special day. We would appreciate anyone interested in assisting with the day contacting 
Mr G via email at dorongringorten@ssis-suzhou.net any help you can offer will be greatly appreciated. House t-
shirts are on sale through our uniform shop for 60RMB. All students need to be in their house colours for this 
day. 
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.ŜŎƪƛΩǎ .ƭƻg 
 

.ŜŎƪƛΩǎ .ƭƻƎ 
Teaching your child social skills 
Children progress through stages in their development.   

These are:  

1.  Developing trust.  

¶ Create a warm, welcoming, nurturing environment.  

¶ Follow through on promises.  

¶ Be consistent (have a schedule, have family rules and enforce them the same way every time 

and the same way with each child).  

¶ Talk about yourself and listen as your child talks about him/her self.  

¶ Be your child's best cheer leader.  

2.  Learning to separate from their parents   

¶ If your child screams and cries when you leave, stay a few minutes and get him/her involved 

in an activity with their caregiver, then ease out the door.  

¶ This is hard for some parents and easy for others. If it is hard for you, try not to make your 

child worried or afraid by your behavior -  be cheerful, say good -bye at school and go out 

looking happy even if you are sad inside.  

3.  Watching other children play from a distance.  

4.  Playing near other children but not with them.  

5.  Playing with ot her children.  

¶ Invite another child to your home to play with your child.  

¶ Your child will play with other children when he/she is ready.  

6.  Sharing and taking turns.  

¶ Talk with your child about sharing and turn taking.  

¶ You take turns with your child at home.  

¶ Encourage your child to talk about his/her feelings when others will not share or are rough.  

Play games that require turn - taking like games with a spinner.  

7.  Stating opinions and desires.  

¶ Encourage your child to ve rbalize his/her needs.  

¶ Ask your child's opinions often.  

¶ After reading a story to your child, ask his/her opinion of events or characters in the story.  

¶ Discuss real life situations -  ask your child's opinion about what should be done in those 
situations.   
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Suzhou Singapore International School  

                                             Suzhou Singapore International School 
 

                                  Elementary Choir and Drama Team Presents 
 

                                Treasure Island  

                                             Thursday 12 May Dinner and Show 6pm   RMB 50 
                                                                          Show only      7pm   RMB 30 
      RMB 30 
                                              Friday 13 May     Show only 7pm              RMB 30 
                                                                           

Venue:        The Theatre at SSIS 
 

                                           Tickets are on sale now in the school finance office!!                                                    
               
 

Suzhou Singapore International School 

208 Zhong Nan Street, Suzhou Industrial Park שּ 208  
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Suzhou Singapore International School  

 
 

From the PYP Coordinator ς Dom Thomas 
 
 

 
Student Led Conferences ɀ Friday April 15 th 
 
4ÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ ,ÅÄ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȢ 9ÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ 
opportunity to share in these achievements with your child.  
 
The purpose of studentɀled conferences is to give parents an opportunity to see what students have been doing, to enable to 
students to demonstrate their understanding of their learning and take responsibility for reporting what they have learned.  
 
 The portfolio is a collection of work chosen by your child and their teachers throughout the year. The work is selected from a 
range of curriculum areas, and developmental stages.  
 
 Each piece of work will have a reflection linked to it, or may be a reflection in itself. This refection may have been completed by 
your child or their teacher. 

Your child will be very proud of their work ɀ share that pride  
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Once upon a time there was a boy called ôYuckyõ 

because he was so dirty.  

One day he saidóI want to take a shower.ó He 

could not find a bathroom.  

  

He just found some dirty water so he got into 

the water and he was so much yuckier .  

  

So he went to find another one. He found a 

house with nobody inside and he found clean 

water and he got some shampoo and he went in 

the bathroom.  

He was clean when he got out. Now he is no 

longer yucky and his name is changed to ôCleanõ. 

SSIS Book Week  

Elementary  Story Writing Competition  

Winners Kindergarten ĕGrade 5  
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Once upon a time there lived a friendly witch and a 

mean talking dog. The dog lived in a castle in the 

clouds. The witch lived in a town for kids because she 

was so kind.  

  

One day the dog decided to have a fight with the 

witch because he wanted to eat the kids. The witch 

and the dog met in the town for kids. Then they 

started the fight. The witch got out her wand and the 

dog got out his broken wand.  

  

So then they cast thei r spells. But because the dog 

had a broken wand and the witch had a good wand, the 

witch won.  

So the witch got the nice castle in the clouds and kept 

the town for the kids.  
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There was a little girl called Deedee.  She wrote a story called 

òYum, Yum, Eat Them Up!ó  She was looking for her magic pasty.  

òWhereõs the pasty?ó she asked.   

  

 Deedee was looking everywhere for her pasty.  Then she 

found a door.  She asked herself, òIs it here?ó  Then she suddenly 

remembered where she put the pasty and she found it.  She was 

excited.  

  

 She put her story in the pasty and it made the story come to 

life.   It became real.  But she forgot that she wrote about a 

monster in her story, so the monster came out from the pasty!  

  

 She ran out of the room and locked the monster in the room.  

Her teacher saw her and asked, òAre you hiding something?ó  The 

teacher opened the door and the monster tried to eat the 

teacher, but the teacher ran away.   

  

 Deedee quickly wrote about a super -girl and put it into the 

pasty.  The super -girl came out of the pasty and fought with the 

monster.  They fought very hard.  Super -girl beat the monster at 

last.   

  

 Deedee said, òThank you for saving the day, Super-Girl!ó  And 

Super-Girl flew away.  But the teacher did not come back to the 

class again.   
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Once upon a time, there was a lady who was very lucky.  Her name was 

Annabel Lemon.  She was always lucky in everything she did.   

Once, she fell into a pond and almost drowned because she did not know how 

to swim.  Luckily, a strong swimmer was walking by the lake, saw her struggling in 

the water and jumped in to save her.  There was another time when a robber 

snatched her purse but a police officer walking down the street saw the robber 

with the purse, he caught him red -handed and re turned the purse back to Annabel.  

But there was a man who hated her very much and his name was Wiglaf 

Thrasher.  He was jealous of her being lucky all the time so he wanted to put a 

stop to it.  One day he set up a trap so that if she stepped on her mat at  the front 

of the door, an apple pie will come flying at her face.  So on Sunday morning, when 

she was going to pick up her newspaper, she stepped on the mat and the apple pie 

came flying at her, it could have smack her in the face but she was fast enough to 

dodge the flying apple pie and so she was not smacked by the apple pie.  When 

Wiglaf heard she was not shot by the apple pie, he became very angry so that he 

pulled off every single hair he had on his head, even his nose hair!   

He decided that he shoul d give it another try.  This time, he set up a trap by 

putting a wire at the front of her door so Annabel would trip on it.  The next day 

on Monday, she was about to give a present to her neighbor who was Mike 

Smidgen.  Annabel was about to step out of the  door when out of nowhere, a dog a 

size of her table came charging and barking at her.  She was so frightened that 

she just ran back inside and instead of her tripping over the wire, the dog tripped 

over it instead!   

When Wiglaf Thrasher found out he was not successful again, he just gave 

up and decided that it would be easier to be Annabelõs friend than her enemy. 

Annabel was also in the Guinness World Records for the luckiest woman in the 

whole wide world.  And of course she never got unlucky in her whol e entire life.  

Annabel was also in the Guinness World Records for the luckiest woman in 

the whole wide world.  And of course she never got unlucky in her whole entire life.   
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òTwee! Twee! Twee!ó My little brother screamed out. I knew it was hard for him to 

keep quiet. He had never seen a kauri tree before. It took us until bed time to shut him 

up. Boy, was he a pain.  

  

The days went on and on until the illegal loggers had nearly destroyed our new 

surroundings. We had only just lived there for two months when a miracle happened. 

This kid moved in. More trees started to grow. Every night I would see this flash of 

light dow n by the old kauri tree. Then one night I saw the light and decided that this 

had gone too far, I had to find what that flash of light was. So I opened the verandah 

door and walked outside.  

  

The tree was very far away but I could see the light easily. Wh en I got there I 

couldnõt believe my eyes. The new kid was carrying a heavy sack and with every step he 

reached into sack and pulled out a small pellet and threw it into the crater where a 

tree had once stood. And then something started to grow and grow an d grow like a 

giant reaching for the sky.  

  

Then I realised what they were. They were huge kauri trees, bigger than I had ever 

seen in my entire life. I walked over to a huge kauri tree and saw that the weird kid 

was imitating a tree. He was swaying in th e breeze with his arms waving by his sides. 

There was a calm look on his face.  

  

 òWhat the..?!ó I screamed out. The kid shuddered. òWho said that?ó he asked, as he 

waved his torch around. òItõs me, your neighbour!ó I shouted out. òPhew! I thought you 

might have been one of those stupid illegal loggers coming to cut the last kauri tree 

down. And so I am protecting the treeséó  

  

But his voice trailed off, for at that moment he heard the sound of a chainsaw. òQuick! 

Hide!ó He said, in a scared voice. Then these ugly smelly old men walked in to eyeshot. 

They were wearing these old, torn and tattered jackets. The third one was carrying a 

chainsaw. òThat tree, that tree and that tree. No, no, no, just cut them all down,ó said 

the lead logger.  
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Then we watched in horror as they began to cut down the towering giants (the kauri 

trees). When they got to the old kauri tree I ran up shouting,ó Stop! You stupid idiots 

donõt realize that if you cut down all of the kauri trees they will become extinct!ó òAnd 

if we donõt cut down all the kauri trees, we wonõt get any money for the job,ó he said 

mockingly.ó So scram, you stupid idiot.ó  Then they ran off laughing.  

  

That was the exact time I heard the sound of a tree crashing to the floor. I did not 

know which tree it was, but boy was I angry. Smoke almost billowed out of my ears. I 

began to run as fast as I could after those illegal loggers, wanting to teach them a 

serious lesson.  

  

Then I saw the most fantastic, scary and weird (all at the same time) thi ng! The trees 

were holding the loggers with their branches and swinging and swinging them around 

until the loggers were just a blur. òHelp me, mummy!ó one of the loggers shouted. òHelp 

me!ó  

  

When the trees finally let go, the loggers shot up into the sky  without slowing down.  

  

And to this day, astronauts can still hear the eerie screams of the loggers sailing 

through space. I realised that it wasnõt dark anymore and the horizon had some 

beautiful colours of orange, green, and red.  

  

I realised again, t hat I had left that weird kid back at our hiding place. So I ran back to 

where we had been hiding and shouted, òWeird kid, weird kid, are you here somewhere?ó  

  

But all I heard was the rustling of the leaves of the surviving kauri trees. It was a 

sound of  triumph. The trees were victorious.  

  

I felt a tugging at my skirt. I looked down and there stood my little brother. òScarlet, 

where did all the twees come from?ó òYou wouldnõt believe me if I told you,ó I replied.  
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(Warning, this story could be quite scary for younger readers)  

  

Martin hesitated a second, then opened the door to the haunted house.  He felt a chill run 

down his spine.  The ôhaunted houseõ was a mansion near Ericaõs house.  It had been abandoned 

for 70 years.  Every kid in the neighborhood called it the ôhaunted houseõ.   Nobody had bought 

it or bothered to fix it.  

  

Martin and his friends David and Erika were exploring around the neighborhood, when Martin 

suggested they go explore the ôhaunted houseõ. A cold wind rushed against their faces as they 

went in. BANG!  The door slammed shut behind them; it was so loud that they all jumped.  They 

turned around and tried to open the door but it wouldnõt open, no matter how hard they pushed. 

  

òWe are trapped!ó Martin said. They heard music coming from the second floor, a sad melody 

filled with despair and sadness.  The music seemed to be sung by a person, it didnõt sound like 

an instrument.  Yet the music sounded so unique, unlike any kind of mus ic they had ever heard 

before. Maybe this is a real, true ôhaunted houseõ after all!ó David joked. òSurely there isnõt 

such a thing as a real, true haunted house!ó Martin said. òGuys, stop it!  Any ideas?ó  Erika 

asked nervously. òIõm pretty sure there has to be a back door in this house.  Letõs go find it and 

get out.ó Martin said, and his friends nodded.  

  

They found the back door easily, or what they thought was the back door. David opened the 

door and they gasped at what was in the room.  All over the floor were skeletons.  Knives were 

stuck in some of them and some were a reddish shade of white.   It was a terrifying sight. 

Erika opened her mouth to scream, but she shut it right away, afraid that some kind of other 

scary things would hear her. They saw  two doors in the room.  One black and one white.  

òTheyõre only two choices,ó Martin said, òeither the black one or the white one.ó òThe white one 

looks safer to me,ó David whispered. 

  

They nodded, and walked through the skeletons to the white door. òWe should leave the door 

open behind us,ó Erika suggested. òYes, I will hold the door open as you guys go in,ó David told 

them.  He opened the door and his friends went in. The room was tilted; the floor was on an 

angle of about 45° and there was a door on th e far side.  It made David remember one of those 

wacky houses from amusements parks.  They crossed to the other side of the room and opened 

the door. This next room was empty, but there was a low buzzing sound.  So quiet, low and evil 

that it made a chill run down their spine.  òI donõt like this sound,ó Erika remarked. Martin 

shivered and nodded.   
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They found two doors in the room.  One white with the word DEATH on it.  It looked like the 

word had been painted in blood.  The other door was red with white writing that said LIFE. 

òLetõs go through the LIFE one.ó Erika suggested. 

They all nodded.  The word seemed reassuring. Erika opened the door and they walked through.  

The door shut behind them. òEeek!ó they shouted as they turned back to the door, but the door 

wouldnõt open. Erika and David were screaming at the top of their lungs.  

Martin pulled at the door but it still wouldnõt open.   

  

What they saw in the room was a head hanging on the wall.  A head of a woman with long black 

hair and blood red eyes. The face was wrinkled like a very old lady.  Its mouth was open and it 

showed big, sharp, yellow teeth.   

  

Martin looked around the room again and found a door handle on the floor.  

òLook, a trapdoor!ó Martin pointed.  He went to the handle and pulled with all his might, but the 

trapdoor was too heavy.  He gestured to his friends and the y ran to help him.  Together they 

opened the door.  

  

There was a ladder leading down to a hallway.  They climbed down and slowly walked down the 

hallway, where they found another door.  Martin hesitated before opening the door, afraid of 

what might be on t he other side.  When he walked in he found a hand shaking his hand.  The 

person shook Martinõs hand so hard that he thought his hand was going to be torn off. At first 

he thought it was some other scary thing, but when he looked up he saw a man.   

òCongratulations!ó the man said.  òCongratulations!  My name is Charlie Rhodri!ó 

  

Charlie was a movie director.  He was hoping someone would accidentally come into the haunted 

house so he could film them and make it into a movie called ôTrapped!õ.  He wanted the movie to 

be as realistic as possible.   He was just about to give up when it really happened!  

  

Martin, Erika and David became famous.  Everyone loved their movie. Martin and his friends 

were really glad that Martin had suggested they go and explore the ôhaunted houseõ. 
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Grade 3 gets Fit & Healthy  

Grade 3 have just finished a fantastic Unit, Who 

We Are, which focused on three areas on Health. 

These were Sleep, Exercise and Nutrition. 

At all times of the day grade 3 students could be 

found doing some type of exercise to improve their 

fitness.  

The students were encouraged to eat more healthy 

food and also try and get a minimum of 7 hours of 

sleep every night. 

The exercise that the students did helped them with 

their field trip which involved climbing a very big 

mountain.  

This field trip happened on March 16  and a  very 

big thank you to the parents that  came with the 

Grade 3 teachers  

All the students agreed that it was an excellent unit 

and they all think they felt better because of the 

unit. Many have decided to try to keep their fitness 

level higher as a result of the unit. 

  

  

  

  

The students spent over 35 minutes asking Mr. 

Stine questions about his life and his writings.  

Grade 3 learned several good writing tips from Mr. 

Stine.  He encouraged the students to edit their 

work carefully, write everyday, and create the 

closing of a story first to know where your writing 

is heading.  

Jessica Ho from 3JJ asked Mr. Stine how long it 

takes to write a book.  Mr. Stine said it takes about 

3 weeks.  Jessica said ñI think Mr. Stine is a nice 

man because he took the time to talk to our class.ò 

  


