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owe from the
Dragon’s

)%‘% 5 From the Head of School — Mrs Anne Fowles

C
Dear SSIS Parents and Community,
Issue: 10 . .
There was a record number of parents and students in school on Saturday attending the Parent
Date: 28 Oct 2011  Teacher Conferences. Many teachers had appointments all day from 9am to 5pm. It seemed that
having the conferences on Saturday meant that both parents could attend. A number of parents
mentioned to me that they were impressed with the depth of information available about their
children’s progress and the detailed suggestions for how they can improve. | would like to thank
« Message fromthe ~ our teachers for their preparation for the day and their commitment to our students individual
Head of School care.
« Calendar Dates
« Elementary School  The ‘kick-off’ Parent Volunteer Organization meeting on Wednesday was supported by a large
News group of enthusiastic parents. Committees have been set up for the International Family Day,
» Secondary School  jniforms and Lost and Found and further volunteers are sought for all three committees. The

Inside Newsletter

Ne".VS. . PVO is an excellent avenue for parents to get more involved in the school.
« Activities
« PVO . . . . .
One of the major activities for the PVO is International Family day, however through the PVO par-

Calendar Dates: ents can share their views, ideas and questions about the school programmes, organization and
27-29 October new initiatives. | encourage you to become involved in the PVO in the future if you have not had
ACAMIS V-hall @ this opportunity to date.
IST

Best wishes,
Mrs Anne Fowles
Head of School

29-30 October
ISB Swim Invitational

5 November
SAT

12 November
SCIS Swim Invitational

12-13 November
Hangzhou MUN

14-15 November
Professional
Development Days
No school for students

15-19 November
Singapore THIMUN
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From the Elementary Principal — Mr Mark Treichel

Thank you to the many parents who attended the Parent Teacher Conferences over the weekend. |
trust your time spent with various teachers gave you a better insight into how your children are pro-
gressing at school. It is important that we keep open lines of communication between school and home
as we share the responsibility of providing the best possible learning environment for our children.

Free Dress Day
Due to the camps this week free dress day is Monday 31* October. Children are welcome to come dressed in Halloween
costumes on this day or their casual clothes as usual. Mr Paulo will be taking photographs on the day.

Junior Soccer Teams — Dulwich Tournament

On October 15 a group of talented young soccer players competed in an U11 and U9 tournament at Dulwich College.
Cleverly coached by Greg Stewart and two Grade 12 students, Katee Millar and Charline Rohmer, the boys (and two girls!)
played extremely well.

The SSIS 1 team made the Cup semi-finals, winning all of their ‘pool’ games. Jia Ming Lai scored a hat trick in the first
game, one off a sharp pass by Kai O’Shea from a corner kick. Matt Westbrook played very solidly in defense and Philip
Griffiths had some booming shots and great chances.

The SSIS 2 team made the Plate finals, and played better and better as a team as the tournament went on. Jin Seok Kil
and Daniel Jang made some clever plays, and the boys won a thrilling game in a shootout, with goalkeeper Sean Chia
making a key save to put the team in the final!

The U9 team played hard and was deadly at the end of the day. Arttu Poutanen, Anssi Sonninen, and Jung Ming Park
combined several times to score. At the end the team won the Cup trophy!

All players represented the school and themselves very well. A special thank you to Stephanie Low and her team of danc-
ers/cheerleaders, who supported the teams! (Coach Liam O’Shea)

Photos of the tournament have been posted at the following link
http://www.ssis-suzhou.net/ESPrincipal/Site/Gallery/Gallery.html

Upcoming dates for October/November:

Monday 31 Oct — Free Dress Day

Thursday Nov 3 — N and PK Dance Assembly — (9.00-10.30 in Elementary Gym)
Friday Nov 4 — Parent Morning Tea — Mathletics — (10.45-11.45 in Staffroom)
Friday Nov 4 — Kids4Kids cookies and face painting

Nov 12-13 EARCOS weekend workshops for teachers

Nov 14-15 Staff Professional Development Days — no school for students

Nov 24 — G3-5 Swim Carnival

Nov 25 — K-2 Swim Carnival
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Becki’s Blog

Learning at Home

Over the next few weeks, | am going to give you some practical ways to reinforce what your child is
learning at school. Every child has the potential to succeed in school and in life. Every parent, family
member and caregiver can help. The question is: How can we help our children succeed?

How Parents Can Help Develop Reading Skills
Being involved in your child’s learning is one of the best ways to foster a positive attitude to learn-
ing. Here are some ways to help with reading:

Before You Start
. Keep reading time relaxed, comfortable and pleasurable. Read with your child in a comfortable, quiet area, with the

television turned off.

Introducing the Reading

. Talk about the cover and read the title first, rather than rushing your child into the text. Ask questions such as: What
do you think the book will be about? What sort of book is this? Have you read one like this before?

. Look through the book first, noticing interesting pictures and words. Then read the opening together.

. When your child brings home a book that has been read before, ask for a summary before reading it again. Then

discuss the book at a deeper level than the previous time.

During the Reading

. Concentrate on enjoyment and grasping the meaning, rather than absolute accuracy.

. Discuss what is happening in the story. This can be done in your mother tongue. Ask questions about the charac-
ters, plot, setting and outcome of the story.

. Don't correct too quickly. If your child makes an error, suggest they have another try, look at the pictures for a clue,

sound out the first letter, or read on before you 'tell' them the unknown word.

. Remember PAUSE-PRAISE-PROMPT. If your child makes a mistake, pause (count to 10 in your head before you say
anything). Praise them when they correct the mistake themselves, or when they do a good job. Prompt them to use
the pictures, look at the letters, think about what would make sense/what would sound right etc.

. If your child is really struggling, read the book to your child and let the teacher know that the book was too difficult.
. As your child progresses, talk about authors, characters and plots, or what new information has been learnt.
. If your child reads silently, ask him/her to re-tell the part that they have read. Encourage the 'pointing out' of rele-

vant sections in the text (e.g. “show me which part talks about...”).

General Suggestions

. Attend school information sessions about reading, and read any information that is sent home by your child’s teach-
ers.

. Model reading by being a reader yourself - If your child sees you reading, they will see that reading is something that
everyone does.

. Read a variety of material —read instructions, recipes, newspapers, comics, subtitles in films, online books, manuals,

shopping lists, etc.
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Becki’s Blog cont.
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Becki’s Blog cont.
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g N .A
ESL Corner i ?»3 B
Family Support: From Becoming Competent to Becoming Fluent (After your child has become familiar with English)

Here are three tips to help develop your child’s English skills:

1. Encourage your child to read books from school to you, and then tell you the story in your home language.

2. Encourage your child’s use of a thesaurus to add more interesting words to oral presentations.

3. Encourage your child to express his or her opinion in your home language about news reports, movies, or televi-
sion programs you watch together.

Bonnie Campbell Hill

Language Education Specialist
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Kids4Kids

Kidstkids Halloween Fundreiser
Fridag, November 4% at lunchtime

Face Painting
10'RMDB each ;

All proceeds will go to our ege glasses project with Suzhou Migrant Schools.

A m———



o Page 8 of 11

Suzhou Singapore International School

From the Secondary Principal — Mr Nicholas Little

The upcoming weekend is a busy one for us with both the Volleyball and Swim teams out on tourna-
ments. Last Tuesday, one of our Middle School soccer teams played a home game against BIS in a
CISSA match, while older Middle School teams travelled to Shanghai on Thursday for their league
games. Our Middle and High School cross-country teams continue to travel regularly to Shanghai for
Meets each Monday. Model United Nations don’t get to go away so often but are continuing to spend
their lunchtimes preparing for trips to Hangzhou and Singapore next month. Drama and Orchestra
rehearsals continue to take place after school in readiness for the performances in December.

Although our outside activities are eye-catching, the most important stuff happens in the classroom. Grade 6, for exam-
ple, has just finished their unit, “What is a scientist?” in which they learnt about the scientific method and how to
work in laboratory. Grade 8 English classes gave presentations on famous figures for their biography unit. Grade 9 Hu-
manities has just finished the Industrial Revolution and is moving on to Settlements, while in Science they are looking at
nuclear fusion. On Monday and Tuesday, Grade 11 English gave presentations on Oedipus or the Kite Running, linking
them to famous works of Art, and Grade 12s have been working on their Theory of Knowledge presentations.

On a final note, the safety of our children is always the number one priority. We heard from a Shanghai school that last
week that two ex-pat children were approached by men posing as police officers. Nothing happened, but it is a timely
reminder that however safe Suzhou and Shanghai are compared to other regions of the world, crime still happens, and
our children should be counseled to have proper diligence with strangers.

From the IB Diploma Coordinator - Mr Matthew Marshall

The Parent-Teacher Conference that took place at SSIS on Saturday October 22" was a great event and very well at-
tended. Having the event on a Saturday made it more convenient and as a result the turnout was very high. Communi-
cation between the SSIS teaching staff and the school community is essential and helps to improve our academic and
non-academic programmes. Having our students meet their full academic potential requires strong lines of communica-
tion between SSIS and the school community, and events like the Parent-Teacher Conference are invaluable in this proc-
ess.

The second half of Semester One will have many academic deadlines for our G12 students. These are listed below:

28 November WL Essay 2 Korean Al
12 December Internal Assessment History
16 December Math Task #4 Math SL
19 December Written Task Literary Chinese A2
19 December Written Task Cultural Chinese A2
19 December WL Essay 1 and 2 Chinese Al
19 December Written Task English A2
Literary

19 December Written Task Cultural English A2
19 December WL Essay 1 +2 Japanese Al
19 December WL Essay 1 +2 German Al

If there are any questions regarding the IBDP or HSD at SSIS please email me at matthewmarshall@ssis-suzhou.net.
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Tech Tips and Tools

Every year chain emails circulate among students. With Halloween approaching | am sure there are a few horror stories
being sent from student to student. This might be a good opportunity to talk to your son/daughter about email safety and
remind them of a few hints and tips.

E-mail safety
If it sounds too good to be true, then it's probably is (too good to be true).

Forwarding virus warnings and prize draw chain e-mails can get you more than you bargain for, but never what you in-
tended or hoped for. Most of these types of e-mail are scams or nuisances, some are even damaging and by forwarding
them you are adding to the problem and becoming a perpetrator of e-mail abuse.

Basic safety and netiquette when forwarding e-mail

Don’t send or forward e-mails to people or add them to your “round robin” e-mail list without asking them if they want to
be included. They may not want to hear every joke you think is funny or what your dog did last week and the e-mail ad-
dress you have on file for them may be a work e-mail address, for instance, to which this type of personal e-mail could
range from an annoyance to actually getting them into trouble.

When you receive an chain or unwanted e-mail (even from a trusted friend):
. Don’t forward it to anyone else.
. Reply to the sender (if you know them) without including the contents of the original e-mail and politely ask them
not to send you any more.

Geoff Derry
Learning Technology Teacher - Middle school
geoffreyderry@ssis-suzhou.net




Suzhou Singapore International School
Activities

SSIS Swim Team Update

On Oct 15/16 our swim team traveled to SCIS for a two day swim meet. Students 10
years and under competed on Saturday, while on Sunday the older swimmers drove to
Shanghai to swim. The team had an amazing two days of racing and at the end placed
4th out of 14 teams. Way to go team! Motivation was high and a lot of swimmers

achieved best times.
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Our relay teams did an outstanding job, cheered and supported by their team mates they earned following medals:

. Silver - Boys 8 & Under 100 SC Meter Medley Relay—Brian Cheung, Peter Meng, Oliver Bastow & Ryan Lin

. Silver - Boys 8 & Under 100 SC Meter Freestyle Relay—Brian Cheung, Peter Meng, Oliver Bastow & Ryan Lin

. Silver - Boys 11-12 200 SC Meter Freestyle Relay—Michael Cheung, Thomas Burton, Andy Cole, Andy & lvan Ma

. Bronze - Girls 8 & Under 100 SC Meter Freestyle Relay—Amanda Sandberg, Hannah Yeo, Cheri Zhong & Pika Brezi-

gar

. Bronze - Girls 11-12 200 SC Meter Freestyle Relay—Kira Skadsen, Lena Von Buren, Wong, Zi Qin & Lexi Wang
. Bronze - Girls 13-14 400 SC Meter Freestyle Relay—Alena Cover, Leonora Loher, Shaadya Naisara & Ayaka Tham
. Bronze - Boys 13-14 400 SC Meter Freestyle Relay—Harry Cho, Steffen Buettner, Andrea Bettini & Pilsang Kim

Congratulations to some individual swimmers who earned top
awards:

. Lena von Buren: 1st place overall individual champion, girls
11-12

. Brian Cheung: 3rd place overall individual, boys 8 and un-
der

Lena won 3 gold, 2 silver and 1 Bronze in individual events, Ryan
Lin won silver in individual backstroke while Brian Cheung
achieved 4 Bronze in individual events.

This coming weekend the older swim team members will travel to

Beijing for a two day meet. We wish all our swimmers best of luck.

Swim fast, SSIS!

Congratulations to the SSIS Swim Team and a successful meet.

Andy Cole, Thomas Burton, Michael Cheung and lvan Ma
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PVO

Highlights from the October 26th Monthly PVO Meeting, 2011

Jennifer Warth welcomed all attending. All parents are invited to join the monthly PVO meeting. The Elementary and
Secondary Schools both host their own meetings either monthly or as announced. Individual committees meet on their
own, as needed throughout the year. Last year's PVO contributions were highlighted including hosting potluck luncheons
for coaches for ACAMIS tournaments, organizing the Grade 5 Graduation, working with Middle School and High School
Student Councils, contributing to the Canteen committee with students and staff and, of course, organizing International
Family Day with SSIS staff/students.

PVO Committees were established for the following year:

. Lost and Found —to oversee the gathering, sorting, and returning (or discarding) lost and found items.

. Uniform - which met immediately before the PVO meeting.

. International Family Day — due to the extended winter break, the first IFD meeting will most likely be in November.
. Canteen - as no issues have been brought forth about the canteen this committee has not been established.

Other ways parents can get involved were discussed including:

. Assisting the Secondary Music Department with distribution and collection of concert uniforms during concerts,
clerical duties including filing, sorting, copying and chaperoning trips and events when needed. (For more infor-
mation or to offer your help in these areas please contact Carl Wackerman at carlwackerman@ssis-suzhou.net )

. Supporting the MS and HS student councils to help them meet their projects' goals.

. Supporting the Secondary Drama production as needed.

. Supporting other Sport teams, similar to what the swim team parent group offers.

The committee also discussed ways to improve DragonNet's Parent Zone. Mr Treichel and Mr Little gave reports on cur-
rent activities in the Elementary and Secondary Schools.

The PVO thanks

. Mitali Chakravarty who has been acting as the Elementary parent representative

. Sophie Shi who has volunteered to be the Secondary parent representative

. Estherine Chan (Vendors), Nadia Zoromski and Pia Bergman (Basket Auction), Leslie Fuentes (Food Booths), and
Magna Motejunas (Tombola) for joining the International Family Day committee

. Silvia She and Estherine Chan who have both offered to be moderators of the Parent Zone.

. Jieni Suzuki who is the Japanese parent liaison this year for our Japanese parent community.

. Jennifer Warth for organizing and preparing the minutes for these monthly meetings, as well as, moderating the

DragonNet Parent Zone and monitoring the PVO email account

Planning for Higher Education Fees hosted by Fabrice Mercier
The following seminar is designed for those who are financially planning now for their kindergarteners through middle
schoolers to attend university, but parents of high schoolers may benefit, too.

Seminar Agenda: 1.Different ways of paying for education. What are the options?, 2.What are the risks of each option?
(interest rate risk, credit market risk, foreign currency risk, ect), 3.Strategies for striking a balance between payment op-
tions within individuals budgets, 4.Estimating education cost, living cost, and adjusting for inflation, 5.Estimating monthly
contribution necessary to cover high education fees, 6.How to build a portfolio that balances risk and return.

Event Details: Thursday November 10th, 2011, 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm / Blue Marlin (Suzhou SIP), No. 168 Xing Hai Street
As space is limited and they need to have an idea of the number of people attending, and are asking the interested par-

ticipants fill out an RSVP form. The form can be found at http://fabricemercier.wufoo.com/forms/free-luncheon-
seminar-suzhou/




