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Suzhou Singapore International School

News from the

Dragon’s Den

W From the Head of School — Mrs Anne Fowles

Dear SSIS Parents and Community,
Issue: 13 ) . . - .
It is fantastic to see the range of Saturday morning activities taking place and the number of peo-
Date: 18 Nov 2011  Ple coming into SSIS to support these. This last Saturday over 250 students, parents and teachers
were in school to attend soccer (or football, depending which country you call home!), swim-
ming, ballet, Pacific dance, Tae Kwon Do, gymnastics, Italian language lessons, drama production
preparation and other activities. In addition SSIS hosted an EARCOS weekend workshop attended
« Message fromthe DY teachers throughout the region. These activities are just a small section of all the activities
Head of School that take place at SSIS during each week.
« Calendar Dates
« Elementary School  The Activities Director is now preparing activities for the next activity session. If you are inter-
News ested to lead, provide or assist with an activity, please contact Mr Peter Fowles: peter-

» Secondary School o\ les@ssis-suzhou.net.
News

« Thanksgiving dinner
« School fee payment

Inside Newsletter

Invoices for the second semester have been distributed recently along with a reminder to fami-
lies who might be completing their time in Suzhou to submit a leavers form (available form the

Calendar Dates: Admissions office) before December 1. Please note applicable deadlines as these may have an
15-19 November implication for deposit refunds.
Singapore THIMUN
Best wishes,
17-20 November Mrs Anne Fowles
IB Theatre Arts trip ~ Head of School

to HK

19 November
SISAC Netball @
BISS Pudong
SISAC Rugby @
Dulwich Shanghai
CISSA Soccer
Championships

23-29 November
G6-11 Assessment
Week

25 November
Grade 10 Assembly

25 Nov 25
MS Talent Show
(after school)
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From the Elementary Principal - Mr Mark Treichel

Our annual Swim Carnivals for K-5 students will be held next week with details of the schedule below
for your information. Parents and friends are invited to come along and participate if they are available.
Students are asked to come dressed in either their house colours or in pirate themed costumes for their
carnival day. The Swim Team volunteers have organized a stall again this year with light snacks and
drinks so please bring along some money to support this group.

Thursday Nov 24 Friday Nov 25
8.30—10.30 am Grade 3 Grade 1
11.00am—12.30 pm Grade 4 Kindergarten
1.30—3.30 pm Grade 5 Grade 2

Grade 3 students invited parents and friends along on Thursday this week to participate in their Science Fair as part of
their “How the World Works” unit of inquiry. This was an opportunity for students to demonstrate their understanding of
forces in the world around them. Students worked in groups investigating topics such as pressure, friction and simple ma-
chines. They shared the written procedures they had written for their scientific process and demonstrated their experi-
ments to visitors. Thank you to the many parents who were able to share and celebrate this learning.

Pre-Kindergarten students travelled to Shang Tang Jie, Suzhou Old Town today to visit traditional housing and strolled
through the cobbled lanes of traditional Suzhou. They had snack in the park then took local transport in the form of a

paddle driven canal boat ride before returning to school. This activity was planned to help our young learners come to
terms with the idea of history and a long time ago.

The current reading support program using trained parent volunteers has been extremely successful. SSIS is very fortu-
nate to have such a dedicated group of parents assisting our young readers. We are planning to offer a second round of
training for other interested parents after the Christmas and Chinese New Year break. Training will be offered on 9 and
10 February. More details will be issued prior to the break.

Elementary Photo Gallery
http://www.ssis-suzhou.net/ESPrincipal/Site/Gallery/Gallery.html

Homeroom Sites and galleries
http://es.ssis-suzhou.net:8088/esict/ES/Start.html

Upcoming dates for October/November:
Nov 24 — G3-5 Swim Carnival

Nov 25 — K-2 Swim Carnival

Nov 25 — Free Dress Day
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Becki’s Blog

Helping your child with maths
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Do all you can to develop his or her sense of number, size, length, weight, width, volume,
area, mass and time. Find maths everywhere!

Remember the influence you have on your child’s attitude to mathematics. Comments such
as ‘no one in this family is good at maths’ or ‘well you’re a girl and they’re better at English’
set up tremendous barriers to learning.

Involve him or her in real-life mathematics around the home — counting change, measuring,
weighting, estimation, playing games that involve keeping scores, calculation journey times.
Encourage the older child in hobbies that require hands-on mathematical skills and a sense of spatial relationships-
making models, assembling, building, making, drawing.

Use solid objects — buttons, sticks, pieces of string and the like when helping with mathematical problems.

Avoid confusion by checking methods being taught at school before helping your child.

Use internet and computer math games.

Encourage problem solving.

XAl £StDRE ToFE SHIE YWY

. 2AJ20IRH DO SO HEHESAZISOHZI 0SSN ESLLAIINASTZENS AT AIS 28]
FHOCOALASESRSLAUSLIT

. Ol2l0IS2l =80 CHEt EHEE B2UHSHN 22 IdSS e s WS JIATMAL. ‘2| IIE
2 L ST £S2 Hol= AFZ0l Q10,7 &2 ‘U= X0H0I0IZD, KX OOISS2 (£S20h
AHE O ZoHA! o 22 LES MRI0IER S0 S SHS0l e HIHE ZHEE A & JALICH

. NEUNNEZTHYUSMESEO2020SSBUHSOIHIRFUOHAZSEMIIXI SIS AL R S
US| B LIS HAHAI A MG I HBE LS P 2ASNUSEZEAAS

. EXEHE0ISOItH 222N E RSO S) | TG A)ISSI DRI SHE TN E=SXRIISE S
SISHIEAUAEFVEX 20 ZHFUAIL

e IIENAZS2HEZO0IZETAEM Buttons, HCHI|, A0ILF 2 =2 S 22 UNCSHES SEGHAA
Q.

. OEl0IS2l stEsS ToAFI & StHiA i gees & 2D A=K SQI5HHA HRI0ISS &6l
H e L2 BHEAl TIGHZ=AID| HFEFLIC

. OIE{UIOIL} ZEES £8 HAT ESAAL

. (Bt==ol MR 20H S22ME 20 ZE0HEEE AHHFTAA

BB ST HF

PROTAER Bt/ BEAP RS RS BEL EER. S8 AR B AN ] 13 . BIAEH B 15 1!
WERI S AT W% T A BEA A . BIHInSRRPETE,  “ BB NERES:” 8 “IRoE A L&
T HHERKIE” , Bagy s S ECE RN BRI RS .

At/ WA K 2 I SER O AE B —— AR R e DI, AREE. A5, Dol S o Ml LA AT AT
TR F 1]

SR TR R A% T R U AT 5 R B 5 X 2 TR 22 W) R AR A BE AR —— VA L e, 3, i, il
RIHSEAR—440, AT — BB an 4k 3 D vk A5 1)

FETR B % 72 A 5, A 2A A% B A 90 vt e R

R FH 0 28 A0 L i L ) 05 K o

Sl £ AR RS A i) L



® Page 4 of 12

Suzhou Singapore International School
AANS  HAA
ESL Corner gETig z%

Will my child’s attitudes affect the learning of a second language?

Providing a stimulating and varied environment for vocabulary and linguistic structures to evolve, ensuring that a child’s
linguistic skills become well developed is important but it is NOT enough. It’s also very important for the child to have a
positive self-concept about his two languages.

As soon as bilingual children enter school, they may become aware they are different. Rather than bilingualism being
celebrated, such children may be teased or taunted about their accent. Being different can be embarrassing, and lan-
guage attitudes may change.

The language self-esteem of children can be raised by admiring and not just observing their skills in two languages. The
occasional gentle word of praise, the smile, the ‘pat on the back’ for their bilingualism will encourage a favorable atti-
tude towards two languages. A positive attitude to bilingualism is a long-term preserver of bilingualism in a child.

Colin Baker “A Parents’ and Teachers’ Guide to Bilingualism”

q A9 BE A28 To] F5o) FFE HAZLL?
olgf sloj Txe] F50 B8 Fi= AFH 0] 1 e 84
T e FaskAw, Deu o A5 A A2 9ol £
79 ool Bt FAA HEE wl$ FaF o,

=

- glofell 5 ofol 5 Haol ol bebA el Al
o] okol o] F Al FoiF @ D 5 £
27h 53 gt o2& EA BT o 45 YL WEold FE AW, 7 ofolE] o
uhE 5 e

2
il
91;
¥
¥y
_E
ol
ﬂ?i
o
_YE
N
i
N
5o o
Ko
%3 E
:Ez
[
e E
Lo
£ Py
o
rO
1>
P‘l‘,
X,

olol 5] Qlo] 4] AFAE Wred] sk A AHE 7} ol Zekshs A e AaE 5 g of
o] E9] o] F o gl e A2} st ofo] 59| o] Foje] TIF B M HES BES 5 A5t

Colin Baker “A Parents’ and Teachers’ Guide to Bilingualism” 9] 4] 2F5]

ﬁ??%%EA%mﬁiﬁéiﬂﬂ?
LR AN B AR gt A AU RN, WA R AR 2 AR, DU RE% 1 10T 5 e ) R R R AR
Eﬁm ERXIERAB . ALZ X A CER AR S A — DRI B B 2 .

WA B, A2 RORBAATI AR Z AL, AN 2 IR E S AR BV NS BEAATI ¥
LA 5 T RE 2 N, A Al AT 27 )38 5 A B AE ARk

B2 S AL, EUE IS AR T R EOR, AU R GERFR AR XS R TT . /KRR
FINEGFEE, % A RS B R R 2 o W T H kU, XOE S ) 2 — MBS B,

KA LITE AR

“UEREEE 2 I KNI N 7 Colin Baker



® Page 5 0f 12

Suzhou Singapore International School

From the PYP Coordinator — Mr Dom Thomas

Rare American Bald Eagle spotted in Grade 1
The Grade 1 students have started their new ‘Sharing the Planet’ unit of inquiry. During this unit they
will inquire into how humans, plants and animals strive to share Earth’s resources.

As a ‘tuning in’ activity the students had to guess the animals that the teachers had hidden in mystery
boxes. The students were given clues about the animal’s appearance, diet, habitat and some of the rea-

sons the animals might be in danger of extinction. A final box was delivered which contained an example of an animal that
humans are doing a good job of preserving in North America.

German Department

Liebe Eltern

Wir freuen uns, dass so viele Kinder mit ihren Eltern letzte Woche am Laternenumzug
teilgenommen haben.

Herzlichen Dank an alle, die so tatkraftig beim Laternenbasteln, der musikalischen Vorbereitung und Organisation dieses
schénen Abends mitgeholfen haben!!

Herzliche GriiBe, lhr Kollegium
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From the Secondary Principal — Mr Nicholas Little

One of the aims of the IB is to make assessments relevant and authentic. A good example of this is
the recently completed Grade 8 Design Technology project making toys. MYP students learn these
skills as part of a whole process of creation, represented as a cycle of investigating, planning, design-
ing, creating and evaluating. In this project, Grade 8s were designing toy cars for our kindergarten
and a local orphanage — their final product had a real life consumer (not only a teacher with a grading
paper), making this task both a preparation for the future and something that is relevant right

now. Students also came to understand a process of creation that is relevant not just for this product in this subject, but
all kinds of products in many areas of endeavor.

Outside the classroom, students are equally busy — this week, we have had groups out in Singapore for a Model United
Nations (MUN) conference and a Theatre Arts trip to Hong Kong. Tomorrow, our Middle School soccer team will travel
to Shanghai for a CISSA tournament, and next Friday there is a High School assembly organized by Grade 10, and a Mid-
dle School talent show after school — both of which parents are welcome to attend.

From the IB Diploma Coordinator - Mr Matthew Marshall

On November 14-15, 2011 the SSIS staff participated in professional development workshops and activities. Professional
development plays an important role in ensuring that the DP curriculum is delivered effectively. The DP professional
development at SSIS is planned in order to ensure that teachers who teach the DP understand the DP assessment crite-
ria and curriculum aims and objectives.

Since 2010, a focus of the professional development for the DP at SSIS has been on improving our delivery of the DP
Core. The DP Core consists of the Theory of Knowledge course, the Extended Essay and CAS (Creativity-Action-Service).
Professional development workshops that focus on the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) and the Extended Essay have taken
place recently at SSIS. This has been a factor in enabling our student results to improve in these areas during the past
two exam sessions. In the future, we will continue to place an emphasis on the DP Core and hope to see a continuation
of improved student results in TOK and the Extended Essay.

The Mid-term Exams for the G11 students will take place from November 23-29. A schedule for the exams can be found
in the G11 Homeroom page on DragonNet.

The G12 Extended Essay First Draft is due from November 21-25. The EE Supervisors will look over the EE First Draft and
return it to the G12 students with recommendations for the Extended Essay Final Draft, which is due on February 6,
2012.

Recommendations for the TOK Final Draft and EE Final Draft will be included in the Semester One Reports that will be
issued on December 21%,

The G12 DP students can use the recommendations to improve their TOK Essay and Extended Essay during the Christ-
mas/Lunar New Year break.

A reminder that the IBDP Exam Fees must be paid to the SSIS Finance Office no later then December 1%, 2011. If you
have questions regarding invoices and payment procedure please email Michelle Wu in the SSIS Finance Office. Michelle
Wu’s email address is michellewu@ssis-suzhou.net.

If there are any questions regarding the IBDP or HSD at SSIS please email me at matthewmarshall@ssis-suzhou.net.
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Grade 6-8 Talent Show

This year’s Grade 6-8 Student Council Talent Show has a new format! It will take place on Friday, November 25 at 7:00
pm. There will be buses to Singa Plaza and, if there is a demand, to SND. Student Council Members are organizing the
acts. Homeroom Representatives are selling tickets daily and there will be a ticket table outside of the canteen next
week. Ask your child to buy yours! For only 10 RMB, you can enjoy the talents of students from all three grade lev-
els. Acts include singers, dancers, instrumentalists and a beat boxer. Proceeds from the event will be donated to char-
ity. Please support our students by coming to watch the show.

Mathletics in the Secondary School

Mathletics is an online program that supplements the teaching of Mathematics in the Secondary. Last Wednesday, Mr
Gary Post (Head of Mathmatics) showed parents how this software is used with our students.

We have been using Mathletics at SSIS for just over 6 months and it has been an important part of daily Mathematics
homework along with other tasks and activities. Every student in Grades 6 to 10 has a Mathletics user name and pass-
word.

Parents can also get involved and see the results that their child receives in their Mathletics assignments. To do this par-
ents need to register at www.mathletics.com.au/parent then edit their profile to receive the email.

Parents will need to follow these steps:

1. Go to www.mathletics.com.au/parent
2. Enter your child’s Username and Password
3. Activate the email response sent from Mathletics

Parents are able to monitor their child’s progress online by:

Going to www.mathletics.com.au

Clicking sign in

Entering your parent sign in details (given to you when you activated your email)
Clicking “Edit” next to your name under “Parent Account”

Ticking the “Email Weekly Reports” box

uAEWN R

If you have any further questions regarding Mathletics and / or Maths at SSIS in general please contact Mr Gary Post,
garypost@ssis-suzhou.net, or your child’s Mathematics teacher.
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Tech Tips and Tools

Digital Reputation Part Il

Melinda and her friend make a parody of their school song with lots of swearing and obscene gestures. They upload it to a
video sharing website and it becomes a hit with friends. However the couple she babysits for see the video and decide to
find a new babysitter. Her principal is also unhappy. Everything Melinda does online may remain there indefinitely - influ-
encing people's opinions of her and leaving her vulnerable to identity fraud, online stalking and cyberbullying. Melinda
needs to think carefully about the personal information, photos and videos she shares and who might see it. And, remem-
ber not to post anything that she doesn't want others to know about.

The following tips can help children begin to understand and manage their digital reputation.

. At this age children's internet use should still be closely monitored. To help with this try to keep the computer in a
shared or visible place in the home.

. Explain to your child that the internet is a public place and that the information they share may be online for a long
time, so it's important to think carefully about what they post.

. Help your child to develop the skills they need to interact safely and respectfully online. Sit with them and guide
their use online and help them learn to communicate appropriately with friends and family.

. Check whether websites your child uses allow them to post information and images. Many social networking web-

sites enable children to post personal information, comments and images which may have an impact on the way
others view them. Monitor their use of these websites and be aware of the age guidelines, privacy policies and
terms of use.

. If your child is engaged in social networking help children understand and use privacy settings to limit who can see
their information.

from www.cybersmart.gov.au
Geoff Derry

Learning Technology Teacher - Middle school
geoffreyderry@ssis-suzhou.net
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5:00-7:00 p.m. in theg school cantggn

Suzhou Singapore International School

Thanksgiving Dinner

} Thanksgiving ®Pinner

Tharsday, November 24, 2011

Pear Paregnts,

[t’s timg for theg 4™ {Innual SIS
ThanKksgiving ®innegr on Thursdagy,
Novegmber 24" and wg hope you
can attend. The dinngr, which will
be held in thg school cantggn, will
cost 95 RMB for adults and 55
RMB for childrgn undgr 12 years of
age. Last year's gvgnt was a great
suceess. This year’s will bg gvgn
betterl

[f you wish to attgnd, plgasg ROSVP
by gmail to:

lggpregston@ssis-suzhou.ngt

Plgasg RSVP by November 21

We look forward to sgging you
there!

There will bg busgs to dinga Plaza
after the dinngr.

Megnu

Roasted turkey with gravy and
cranbgrry saucg

Buttered greegn beans
Mashed potatogs
Corn on thg cob
Turkey stuffing
Raisin ricg

Sweget potato
Vegetablg lasagnge

@Garden green salad

Tomato and feta cheese salad
Cucumber and yogurt salad
Potato salad

Bregad and rolls

{pple pie
Pampkin pig
leg ergam

Free soft drinks

Wing and begr availablg for purchasg
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Semester 2 school fee payment

School fee payment for the 2011/2012 School Year, Semester 2
As Semester 1 draws to a close, we are now issuing the School Fee Payment Notice for the second semester of the
2011/2012 school year. Please note that the deadline for the payment of fees is Friday, 16 December 2011

If your child(ren) will not be returning to SSIS next semester (after 30 January 2012), please inform the school by filling in
the School Leaving Form. You can get this form from the Admissions Office. Completed forms must be returned to the
Admissions Office on or before Thursday, 1 December 2011 to be eligible to have the RMB 10,000 deposit returned.
Leaving forms received between 2 December and 27 January will be eligible for 50% of the deposit returned.

If your child(ren) leaves SSIS after the commencement of the first semester, parents must inform the school, in writing,
at least one month in advance. Refunds, both for tuition and transportation fee, are given as follows:

. For attendance of not more than ten (10) school days in a semester, the school will refund 25% of that semester’s
school fee after deducting the RMB 10,000 deposit.

. For attendance of more than ten (10) school days but less than twenty-five (25) school days in a semester, the
school will refund 50% of that semester’s school fee.

. For attendance of more than twenty-five (25) school days in a semester, the school fee will not be refunded.

If your child(ren) is absent and intends to return to SSIS within the same semester, the school fees will not be refunded.
If you have any questions or inquiries, please contact:

Finance Department:  Michelle Wu michellewu@ssis-suzhou.net
Admission Department: Cynthia Shen cynthiashen@ssis-suzhou.net




