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Suzhou Singapore International School  

From the Head of School ï Mrs Anne Fowles 
Secondary School 2011-12 

With Middle School Principal Mr Michael Arcidiacono deciding to return to South America at the end 
of this school year, the school administration has been considering the organisation of the SSIS      
secondary school for the future. The divide of Middle and High School followed in the last year and a 
half has had many benefits, particularly with respect to the pastoral care and development of Grade 
6-8 students. However it has not been ideal for the 5 years of the Middle Years Programme (MYP) 
curriculum to be split. We intend to build on the positive strides made to date maintaining Middle 
and High pastoral structures, but in terms of curriculum and organization, there will be a return to an 
overall secondary school structure in August 2011. 
  
Mr Nick Little, the current High School Principal, has been appointed to the position of Secondary 
Principal starting August 2011 and the school advertised for a Secondary School Assistant Principal. 
After a world-wide search, and interviews with a number of exceptional candidates, Mr Richard    
Bruford has been appointed to this position. Mr Bruford is currently Dean of Studies of the Senior 
School at Prince Alfred College, Adelaide - one of the highest ranked private independent IB schools 
in Australia. Mr Bruford is accompanied by his wife, Ms Kim Jacobson, and son Austin. Ms Jacobson 
has been appointed to the vacancy of Admissions and Marketing Director since Ms Cheryl McBride 
has decided to move closer to her children in the USA next school year. Ms Jacobson has had a 
prominent career in marketing and development, currently working for Seymour College in Adelaide 
and prior to that the University of New South Wales, Australia. 
 
 
Re-registration for the 2011-12 School Year 

 Over the next few weeks parents will be receiving ongoing information regarding organization for 
next school year. The first letter sent home via our students this Thursday, explained the tuition and 
school fees for 2011-12. Information about re-registration for next school year was sent at the same 
time. Early in May, we will send out the invoices for the first semester of 2011-12. 
 
We realize that many people may not know for sure what their plans are for next school year,      
however we would appreciate it if you could complete the re-registration survey form indicating your 
intentions for the 2011-12 school year, and return the form to school by April 22. The form may be 
returned by hand, by fax or by email attachment. Thank you in advance, for your assistance with this. 
It is very important information for us to use in planning for August. 
 
 
Outstanding Student Fundraising Initiative for the Disaster in Japan 

Our student body responded quickly following the terrible earthquake and tsunami in Japan. With 
various activities and donation collections gathered over the past month, over RMB 55,000 has been 
raised and sent to the Red Cross in Japan. This has been a truly outstanding effort by our students 
hand in hand with the school community. 
 

 

Mrs Anne Fowles, 

Head of School 
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From the Elementary Principal ï Mr Mark Treichel   

 
 

 
 
 

 
Student-Led Conferences 

Thank you to the many parents who were able to spend time at school today sharing in the learning process at 
SSIS. Our Elementary students take great pride in being able to show their parents what they are learning at 
school. The messages from research are crystal clear.  When parents have the knowledge, skills and confidence 
to provide the kind of relationships and experiences that children need to learn and develop, it makes a real 
difference to children's futures.  

As educators and parents it is about a providing a wide range of experiences that provide the love, security, 
stimulation, encouragement and opportunities that help children flourish and grow to achieve their full 
potential. We create positive learning environments by: 

Relationships 

¶ Developing adult-child relationships that are loving, warm and responsive. 
¶ Listening, responding and talking. 
¶ Engaging in shared thinking as a normal part of daily life - explaining, speculating, describing, making 

connections and open questioning.  

Opportunities to explore and learn 

¶ Giving opportunities and encouragement to explore and develop independence whilst offering support 
when needed. 

¶ Providing real experiences that make sense to children and including children in everyday routines. 
¶ Providing opportunities to learn in meaningful, enjoyable contexts. 
¶ Going on visits. 
¶ Creating opportunities for children to have friends to play.  

Being child focused and led 

¶ Following a child's interests and encouraging their ideas. 
¶ Allowing and encouraging a child to lead play whilst playing together. 
¶ Recognising success and praising to build confidence and self-esteem.  

Developing literacy and language 

¶ Chatting together as much as possible as part of normal daily life. 
¶ Oral storytelling - sharing stories at home about everyday life, past experiences etc. 
¶ Singing songs and rhymes. 
¶ Talking about words, letters and sounds in context e.g. environmental print, picture books. 
¶ Using a wide variety of text - reading with and to children and encouraging repeating of favourite stories. 

Adapted from Wheeler and Connor (2009) 
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K-5 Sports Day ς Tuesday 19th April 
 
Our K-5 Day is planned for Tuesday 19th April. It is a great day of fun and sports for all who attend so we hope 
you can join us on the special day. We would appreciate anyone interested in assisting with the day contacting 
Mr G via email at dorongringorten@ssis-suzhou.net any help you can offer will be greatly appreciated. House    
t-shirts are on sale through our uniform shop for 60RMB. All students need to be in their house colours for this 
day. 
 
 

 
 
 
Spirit Week - 18-22 April 
 
Spirit Week will be held in conjunction with our K-5 Sports Day this year. Spirit Week is a special time which 
serves as a unifying force, bringing together our multicultural and diverse student body. It promotes cooperative 
effort, creates a stronger sense of school identity and allows full expression through dressing up themed days. 
Spirit Week is about having lots of fun at school. The themes for the week are listed below: 
 
Monday, April 18 ς Pajama Day  /ƻƳŜ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻȊȅ ǇƧΩǎΗ 
Tuesday, April 19 ς SportΩǎ 5ŀȅΗ  Wear your house color! 
Wednesday, April 20 ς Twins / Triplets Day  Dress identical to a friend or friends! 
Thursday, April 21 ς Backwards Day  Dress backwards. 
Friday, April 22 ς Earth Day!  Hippie Day!  ²ŜŀǊ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ƻǊ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƘƛǇǇƛŜ ΧΦ peace! 
 
This will be a fundraiser for K4K so students are invited to donate 10rmb or more if they choose to dress up. 
 
 
2011-2012 Academic Calendar online now 
 
Please be advised that the 2011-2012 Academic Calendar ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 
http://www.ssis-suzhou.net/Attachments/School%20Calendar%202011-2012.pdf 
 
Have you visited our Elementary Photo DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΚ /ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ōȅ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛƴƪΥ 
http://www.ssis-suzhou.net/ESPrincipal/Site/Gallery/Gallery.html 
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.ŜŎƪƛΩǎ .ƭƻg 
 

 
 
Teaching your child social skills 
Children progress through stages in their development.   Continuedé.. 

These are:  

8.  Using words to solve conflicts and develop control of emotions.  

¶ Encourage talking about feelings when another child pushes, is rough, or messes up activities 

your child is working on.  

¶ Use situation pictures and ask your child how he/she would solve the situation (ex. Your 

family is going to the store and you can spend the dollar you have or save it for the zoo next 

week. What will you do?)  

¶ Help your child remember to use their words wh en situations arise.  

¶ Play games using a loud and then a quiet voice.  

¶ Try to be close by when there is a problem situation -  do not intervene unless it becomes 

necessary.  

¶ Have a quiet area where a child can go to be alone and regain control of their emot ions (by 

choice).  

¶ Have a family meeting to set up the rules of the house and all of the consequences for 

breaking the rules (ex. if you lean back on 2 legs of your chair, it will tip over and you may 

get hurt; if 2 children want the same toy and fight ove r it, the toy may have to go to Time 

Out).  

¶ Provide some materials like play dough or paper to tear that your child can use to take their 

frustrations out on when they are really upset.  

9.  Learning that it is okay to make a mistake.  

¶ When your child makes a mistake always encourage him/her to try again or to do better next 

time -  do not belittle them.  

¶ When you make a mistake let your child know about it.  

¶ Give hugs and encouragement and notice when your child is trying hard to succeed.  

¶ Offer plenty of activ ities at which your child can succeed.  

¶ Be willing to listen and console if needed.  

10.  Developing confidence and self - respect.  

¶ Succeeding and learning that you can make a mistake and try again , build your child's self -

confidence.  

¶ Accept your child for who he/she is and where he/she is in their development.  

¶ Have some tasks which are slightly difficult for your child and challenge him/her to extend 

their capabilities.  
¶ Offer new and interesting experiences which make them curious to learn more .  



 5 

¶ Page 5 of 25 

 

Suzhou Singapore International School  

¶ Ask questions about your child's projects and show interest -  this will build their pride in their 

own accomplishments.  

¶ Show your support and affection for your child.  

¶ Believe in your child and let him/her know it.  

9.  Developing respect for others and feelings of empathy.  

¶ Talk to your child about respecting the feelings of other family members and of other people 

they know.  

¶ Show respect for the property of other people and let your child know that you expect 

him/her t o respect other people's property, too. Children learn best through the example you 
set.  

 

ᴔ Ӈ  

а  

ԈЮ ̔  

8.  ᾱ ⁸ Ȃ  

¶ ὲӹ ӝȁ ̆ ᴔ ж ṁ ֒Ү Ḁ Ҕ̆ ╨ӹ/ Ȃ  

¶ ‾ ̆ ᴔ ᴉ ᾳȂ̂ᴿ ̔ᴔԏУ ӝ ̆ᴔ У ἷ
Ю ⁮Ю ╟ Ḁ ̙̃  

¶ УҾ ᾳ  ̆ ╠ᴔ ᴃ ᾱȂ  

¶ ᴂ Ȃ  

¶ ᾳ  ̆ ï а ̆ Ȃ  

¶ Уэ Ԉ ̆ ⁸ᴃ Ȃ  

¶ Уэ ֶ ̆⁸ ‡Ԉ ‡ ї ̂ᴿ ̔ ᴔ Э̆
ч ╒̆ ⁮̆ᴔ҂ֶ ̕׀ чэ Уэ έ̆ ̆ ѫ э έ
а а У ̃Ȃ  

¶ ᵏУҾ ᵏ ̆ᴿ ̔ ̆ ⁮ ъ   Ȃ  

9.  ֶ Ὧ Ȃ  

¶ ᴔ ̆ ╨ӹ/ ᾋ У Ю ╡╒ððа ӹԏȂ  

¶ ᴔ Ḁ̆ ᴔ Ȃ  

¶ ᴔ ╡╒ Ḁ̆ ҫ ȁ ╨ Ὧ Ȃ  

¶ ᵏ з ṁ ╖ ╟Ȃ 

¶ ̆ѳ Ȃ  

10.  ᶕ Ȃ  

¶ ᴔ Ԉ ѐ ̆ ᾋ ᴔ ᶕ Ȃ  

¶ а ᴔ ̆а ӹ/ ⁮ӣѫ ̆ ӹ/ Ȃ  

¶ Ӈ УҾ ֗╘̆ ӹ/ ╒̆ᴳὲ ╒ ⁮ Ȃ  

¶ ᵏУҾ ȁ ̆ ӹԏ Ȃ  

¶ ᴔ ╟ ̆  ᴔ ὰ ðð ֶ ԏ Ἱ Ȃ  

¶  ᴔ Ȃ  

¶ ᶕᴔ ̆ з ӹ/ Ȃ  

11.  ί ӹӝ Ȃ 

¶ бᴔ ̆ ὲӹ Ԉ ӹԏ ὲӹӝ Ȃ 
¶ ᴉ ӹӝ ̆ з ᴔ ᴔ ӹ/ ṁ⁮Ȃ ᴔ ̆ ԏ Ȃ 
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                                             Suzhou Singapore International School 
 

                                  Elementary Choir and Drama Team Presents 
 

                                Treasure Island  

                                             Thursday 12 May Dinner and Show 6pm   RMB 50 
                                                                          Show only      7pm   RMB 30 
      RMB 30 
                                              Friday 13 May     Show only 7pm              RMB 30 
                                                                           

Venue:        The Theatre at SSIS 
 

                                           Tickets are on sale now in the school finance office!!                                                    
               
 

Suzhou Singapore International School 

208 Zhong Nan Street, Suzhou Industrial Park שּ 208  
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From the PYP Coordinator  ɀ Dom Thomas 
 
Student Led Conferences 
 
It was a very different morning at SSIS today. 
 
At 08.00 when the students should have been coming into school ready for another day the only people in 
the corridors were the teachers. The field was empty. There was no laughter or chatter.  
 
At 08.20 when the students should have been in class getting ready for lessons the rooms were empty. 
 
At 08.45 the corridors started to get a bit more busy and noisy but not only with students but with their 
parents as well. 
 
By 09.15 all of the Elementary homerooms and the other classrooms had students and parents in them. 
The students were proudly sharing their learning so far this year with their parents. They were showing 
their portfolios and they were showing their parents the kinds of learning activities they do in the 
homeroom and in the single subject areas. 
 
The Student Led Conferences are an important day in the Elementary school. It is a chance for parents to 
see the progress their children have made this year and to experience some learning activities. It is a day 
when students can share their work with pride and take an active role in reporting their progress to their 
parents. 
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