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Choosing the right programme. 

This handbook contains all the courses proposed for 2010-11 at SSIS. It should be read in 
conjunction with the SSIS Guide to the High School 2010-11, which provides more detail of 
programme design, language requirements and essential contacts. In addition to these 
documents you should also consult recent school reports, meet with subject teachers and 
visit the college guidance counselor to fully explore the university or careers pathways open 
to your child. Finally, it is essential you spend time having serious discussions with your child 
about his or her long term future before selecting courses from this booklet.  
 

What high school programmes are offered at SSIS?  
 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) 

The IB Diploma is an internationally recognised pre-tertiary programme designed to meet 
the needs of highly motivated high school students. It is a comprehensive two-year 
programme which enables students to fulfil the requirements of various national education 
systems; the L.Ωǎ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ model incorporates the best elements of several national 
assessment systems. Students select six courses which they study for two years and 
complete a compulsory core (see the diagram below). Each course lasts two years from G11-
G12 and in May of the G12 year the students sit for the IBDP Examinations. 
 
 
Students must choose one course from each of the six groups. 
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 High School Diploma (HSD) 

The HS Diploma offers a broader range of one or two-year courses and, by crediting the final 
two years of MYP (or an equivalent), recognises student achievement from grade 9 through 
to grade 12. The final two years of the HS Diploma encompasses a broad range of courses 
and activities and allows students to enjoy a well-rounded education 
 
The HS Diploma follows the standard North American model and requires students to gain a 
minimum of 24 credits in the following courses over 4 years (G9-G12). Completion of a one 
year course equals 1 credit: 
 

¶ First language   4 credits 

¶ Second language  3 credits 

¶ Humanities   3 credits 

¶ Science   3 credits 

¶ Math    3 credits 

¶ Technology   2 credits 

¶ Arts     2 credits 

¶ Electives   4 credits 
 
For those who use English as second language, the HS Diploma English B course offers 

preparation for the international acclaimed IELTS English language proficiency 

examinations. This aids entrance into university in English speaking countries.  

 

An SAT prep course and a Career Pathways course will be part of the HS Diploma 

curriculum in order to help students think of their future and prepare for university entrance. 

 

SSIS guarantees whichever programme your child chooses he or she will gain: 

¶ Excellence in education 

¶ The best trained international educators  

¶ Internationally respected curricula models  

¶ The best from current international and multi-cultural pedagogic thinking 

¶ Thorough internal and external assessment models 

¶ Rewarding and achievable challenges for all students 

¶ University style independent research experience 

¶ Social service activities 

¶ Opportunities to achieve accelerated university credit. 
 
 
Please note that all SSIS High School courses are dependent upon staff availability and 
student interest. This means the courses we offer may vary from year to year. 
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IB Diploma Programme 
 

General Introduction 
In Grade 11, students start the first year of their International Baccalaureate Diploma.  All 
subject group courses are graded on a 1 to 7 scale, with 7 being the highest awarded.  To 
gain a full IB Diploma, students must complete one subject from each of the six subject 
groups and attain a total score of 24 points out of 45 and meet certain criteria.  Students 
must complete at least three subjects at a Higher Level (240 class hours per HL course) and 
three subjects at Standard Level (150 class hours per SL course).  
 
In addition, students must take part in the IBDP Core which means they must pass the 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course and complete an Extended Essay (EE) to a satisfactory 
standard.  They must also complete 150 hours of Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) over 
the two years of the course. The Core is worth 3 points.  
 
6 Subject Areas x 7 (highest grade per subject) = 42 
                                                  Core (TOK-EE-CAS) =   3  
                                          Total obtainable points = 45 
                        
Students must receive 24 points and meet certain criteria to successfully complete the IBDP. 
 
HL = High Level Course 
SL = Standard Level Course 
 

¶ Students need to choose the same Language A that they took in G10.  

¶ Students should follow the same Second Language that they took in G10.  
 
 

Group 1 Language A1 
 
English A1  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Language A level 6 (or a recognized equivalent) 
Students study a variety of texts which covers poetry, drama, fiction, and non-fiction prose. Readings 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ HamletΣ {ƻǇƘƻŎƭŜǎΩ Oedipus Tyrannus, the poetry of John Keats, 
HardyΩǎ ¢Ŝǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘΩ¦ǊōŜǊǾƛƭƭŜǎΣ ²ƻƻƭŦΩǎ To the LighthouseΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƭǎǘƻȅΩǎ Anna Karenina. Assessment 
tasks include oral presentations and commentaries; written commentaries; comparison-contrast essays; 
and essay examinations. Higher Level students write two World Literature essays (1500 words each) and 
study 15 texts.  
 

English A1  SL  
Prerequisites:  Minimum MYP Language A level 5 (or a recognized equivalent) 
Students study a variety of texts which covers poetry, drama, fiction, and non-fiction prose. Readings 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ HamletΣ {ƻǇƘƻŎƭŜǎΩ Oedipus Tyrannus, the poetry of John Keats, 
IŀǊŘȅΩǎ ¢Ŝǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘΩ¦ǊōŜǊǾƛƭƭŜǎΣ ²ƻƻƭŦΩǎ To the LighthouseΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƭǎǘƻȅΩǎ Anna Karenina. Assessment 
tasks include oral presentations and commentaries; written commentaries; comparison-contrast essays; 
and essay examinations. Standard Level students write one World Literature essay (1500 words) and study 
11 texts. 
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Chinese A1  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Chinese Language A level 5 (or a recognized equivalent) 

十一年级中文A1普通课程内容包括七部中外文学作品以及一些补充文本，题材涉及散文、诗歌、戏剧和

小说。具体篇目有：《呼啸山庄》、《德伯家的苔丝》、《围城》、《包法利夫人》、《哈姆莱特》、《中国现当

代散文选》、《中国现当代诗歌选》等。主要知识点包括：作家背景与作品的联系，叙事性作品的人物形

象分析，作品主题意蕴的发掘，情节结构的设置，环境描写以及各种艺术手法的综合运用；抒情性作品

的思想情感领悟，结构线索，语言风格以及诗歌散文中常用的艺术技巧等。课程主要培养学生对学过或

没学过的叙事性作品以及抒情性作品的独立鉴赏分析能力，能够连贯、有逻辑性的进行学术性写作和口

头表达的能力以及能够对出自不同年代或不同文化的文学作品做比较鉴赏的能力。通过大量文学观念的

讲授拓展学生的文学文化意识。同时运用小组讨论、论文写作、电影与原著的比较欣赏以及口头评论等

日常作业形式引导学生探究作品。评估形式主要包括定期论文写作、口头表达以及正式考试。中文A1高

级课程学生会在此基础上增加学习两部作品《雷雨》和《西厢记》。 

 

Chinese A1  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Chinese Language A level 5 (or a recognized equivalent) 

十一年级中文A1普通课程内容包括七部中外文学作品以及一些补充文本，题材涉及散文、诗歌、戏剧和

小说。具体篇目有：《呼啸山庄》、《德伯家的苔丝》、《围城》、《包法利夫人》、《哈姆莱特》、《中国现当

代散文选》、《中国现当代诗歌选》等。主要知识点包括：作家背景与作品的联系，叙事性作品的人物形

象分析，作品主题意蕴的发掘，情节结构的设置，环境描写以及各种艺术手法的综合运用；抒情性作品

的思想情感领悟，结构线索，语言风格以及诗歌散文中常用的艺术技巧等。课程主要培养学生对学过或

没学过的叙事性作品以及抒情性作品的独立鉴赏分析能力，能够连贯、有逻辑性的进行学术性写作和口

头表达的能力以及能够对出自不同年代或不同文化的文学作品做比较鉴赏的能力。通过大量文学观念的

讲授拓展学生的文学文化意识。同时运用小组讨论、论文写作、电影与原著的比较欣赏以及口头评论等

日常作业形式引导学生探究作品。评估形式主要包括定期论文写作、口头表达以及正式考试。中文A1高

级课程学生会在此基础上增加学习两部作品《雷雨》和《西厢记》。 

 

Japanese A1  HL   
Prerequisites: MYP Japanese Language A (or a recognized equivalent) 
Students study one World and nine Japanese literary works as they focus on developing analytical, 
comprehension, organization, and presentation skills.  Students study how beauty and vice are realized in 
literary works, while focusing on critical reading skills needed to analyze different genres of literature. In 
preparation for the IB assessments, students are assessed on oral and written literary commentary skills.  
Students explore the influences society has on women. Students focus on analytical and organizational 
skills and are assessed through the writing of comparative and creative essays, some of which are 

presented orally in preparation for the IB Internal Assessment.  
 
Japanese A1  SL  
Prerequisites: MYP Japanese Language A (or a recognized equivalent) 
Students study one World and four Japanese literary works as they focus on developing analytical, 
comprehension, organization, and presentation skills.  Students study how beauty and vice are realized in 
literary works, while focusing on critical reading skills needed to analyze poems and drama. In preparation 
for the IB assessments, students are assessed on oral and written literary commentary skills.  Students 
explore the influences society has on women. Students focus on analytical and organizational skills and 
are assessed through the writing of comparative and creative essays, some of which are presented orally 
in preparation for the IB Internal Assessment.  
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Korean A  HL  
Prerequisites: MYP Korean Language A (or a recognized equivalent) 
Students develop an understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism and a personal 
appreciation of literature. They explore a range of literary works from different periods, genres, styles and 
contexts. In the first unit, Paper 1 and Commentary, students learn how to analyze literary features, such 
as style, structural and linguistic elements, in prose and poetry. Students learn how to write and present a 
literary analysis. The focus of this unit is preparation for the literary commentary. In the second unit, 
Comparative Analysis, students prepare for the World Literature assignments and Paper 1 of the IB Exam. 
In this unit, students learn essential strategies for comparing literary works. Students focus on the 
structure and presentation of essays.  

 
German A1  HL  
Prerequisites: MYP German Language A (or a recognised equivalent) 
Der Unterrichtsinhalt setzt sich aus fünfzehn literarischen Werken zusammen und deckt die drei 
Hauptgattungen Prosa, Lyrik und Drama ab. Die Schüler entwickeln analytische Kompetenzen in den 
Bereichen Lesen und Schreiben und erschließen sich die Fähigkeit des wissenschaftlichen Arbeitens. 
Durch die Auswahl von literarischen Konzepten wird das Bewusstsein der Schüler für den Einfluss der 
Literatur auf die Kultur geschult. Gezielte schriftliche und mündliche Arbeitsaufträge garantieren, dass 
sich die Schüler jedes Werk ganzheitlich erschließen. Die Leistungsbewertung setzt sich aus der 
Ergebniskontrolle der Arbeitsaufträge sowie den offiziellen Prüfungen zusammen. Die 
Abschlussbeurteilung beinhaltet zwei schriftliche Aufsätze (50%), zwei Referate (30%) und zwei 
Kursarbeiten (20%). 
 

German A1  SL  
Prerequisites: MYP German Language A (or a recognised equivalent) 
Der Unterrichtsinhalt setzt sich aus fünfzehn literarischen Werken zusammen und deckt die drei 
Hauptgattungen Prosa, Lyrik und Drama ab. Die Schüler entwickeln analytische Kompetenzen in den 
Bereichen Lesen und Schreiben und erschließen sich die Fähigkeit des wissenschaftlichen Arbeitens. 
Durch die Auswahl von literarischen Konzepten wird das Bewusstsein der Schüler für den Einfluss der 
Literatur auf die Kultur geschult. Gezielte schriftliche und mündliche Arbeitsaufträge garantieren, dass 
sich die Schüler jedes Werk ganzheitlich erschließen. Die Leistungsbewertung setzt sich aus der 
Ergebniskontrolle der Arbeitsaufträge sowie den offiziellen Prüfungen zusammen. Die 
Abschlussbeurteilung beinhaltet zwei schriftliche Aufsätze (50%), zwei Referate (30%) und zwei 
Kursarbeiten (20%). 
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Group 2 Second Language 
 

¶ It is strongly recommended that students study the same second language that they studied in G10. 
See the box below for SSIS regulations regarding which second language level students should 
choose. 

¶ ά¸ŜŀǊǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜέ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ DǊŀŘŜ сΦ 
 

Ab initio - little to no experience in the language  
- taught outside the country the language is spoken 

- is a beginner in the language 

G10 ς no 
language or only 
1 year 

Language B SL - 2-5 years experience (so ab initio can have 1 year) 
- a beginner or near beginner who lives in the country 

where the language is spoken  
- other subjects are not taught in this language 

- normally taught outside the country where the language is 
spoken 

G10 ς 
BFoundation or 
low BStandard 

Language B HL - 4-5 years experience 

- normally taught outside the country where the language 
is spoken 
- other subjects are not taught in this language 

G10 ς BS or 
BAdvanced 

Language A2 SL/HL - fluent language user who wants 2 level A languages 

- almost bilingual/bilingual student (SL/HL) 
- lives in country of language and/or classes are taught in this 
language 

G10 ς A or High 
BA  

English A2  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Language A level 6 or B Advanced level 7 (or a recognized equivalent) 
The language A2 syllabus consists of the study of language, texts and culture, which is made possible 
through the framework of culture and literary options.  In the language A2 course students have the 
opportunity to develop and refine the four primary language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. Throughout the course, students are exposed to a wide range of types of texts. Students are 
expected to compare and contrast aspects of language, texts, and culture. Assessment for Higher Level 
and Standard Level: Written Paper Component ς External Assessment (50%), Written Tasks ς External 
Assessment (20%), Individual Oral  (15%), Interactive Oral (15%). 
 

English A2  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 6 (or a recognized equivalent) 
The language A2 syllabus consists of the study of language, texts and culture, which is made possible 
through the framework of culture and literary options.  In the language A2 course students have the 
opportunity to develop and refine the four primary language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. Throughout the course, students are exposed to a wide range of types of texts. Students are 
expected to compare and contrast aspects of language, texts, and culture. Assessment for Higher Level 
and Standard Level: Written Paper Component ς External Assessment (50%), Written Tasks ς External 
Assessment (20%), Individual Oral  (15%), Interactive Oral (15%). 
 

English B  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Language B Advanced level 5 (or a recognized equivalent) 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǳǎŜ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ L9[¢{ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘέ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀǎƛŎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
book as this covers the processing and production of academic English texts .They also read a range of 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ά!ƴƛƳŀƭ CŀǊƳέ ϧ  ά! ¢ǿƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƛƭέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƛƭƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ς ά!ƴƛƳŀƭ 
CŀǊƳέΣ ά5ŜŀŘ tƻŜǘΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέΣ /ƻƭŘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƻǊŀƭǎΣ ŘŜōŀǘƛƴƎΣ speech 
making and news reporting. They also learn to analyze plots and characters and understand the cultural 
context of the literary works. The students take practice IBD exams using past papers and also take 
practice IELTS, SATs & TOEFL tests. 
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English B  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Language B Advanced level 5 (or a recognized equivalent) 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǳǎŜ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ L9[¢{ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘέ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀǎƛŎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
book as this covers the processing and production of academic English texts .They also read a range of 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ά!ƴƛƳŀƭ CŀǊƳέ ϧ  ά! ¢ǿƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƛƭέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƛƭƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ς ά!ƴƛƳŀƭ 
CŀǊƳέΣ ά5ŜŀŘ tƻŜǘΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέΣ /ƻƭŘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƻǊŀƭǎΣ ŘŜōŀǘƛƴƎΣ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ 
making and news reporting. They also learn to analyze plots and characters and understand the cultural 
context of the literary works. The students take practice IBD exams using past papers and also take 
practice IELTS, SATs & TOEFL tests. 

 
Chinese A2  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Chinese Language A level 5 (or a recognized equivalent) 

11 年级 A2 的学生在整个第一学年的中文学习中，他们将要学习四个单元的内容，即小说、散文、诗歌

以及戏剧。除了文学以外学生们还将要涉及一些社会问题的讨论，例如媒体与文化讨论---广告、以及全

球问题----环境等。小说这一个单元，其中包括《边城》、《儿子的否决权》、《高个女人和她的矮丈夫》

等五篇文章的学习。通过小说单元的学习，学生已知与小说有关的文学常识，例如小说的分类、特征等

等。在此学习的基础上，我们进行了一次作文练习，尝试写作对文章的解读。散文这个单元，其中包括

余秋雨的《文化苦旅》中的《道士塔》、《阳关雪》，朱自清的散文《桨声灯影里的秦淮河》、《荷塘月色》、

《绿》。通过散文单元的学习，学生已知了散文体裁的特点，在此基础上，我们进行了一次作文练习，

并进行了评估。诗歌单元主要是学习徐志摩的几首诗，了解徐志摩的生平及创作特点，感悟诗的魅力。

戏剧单元主要是学习《茶馆》和《雷雨》两部喜剧。每个单元学习后，都要进行相关的练习来巩固所学

的内容。学生还将充分了解整个 DP 学习过程中的中文 A2 的要求，尝试一些相关练习，例如如何完成

written task，各种文体的相关知识，以及对考试试卷有个大概地了解。 

 
Chinese A2  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Chinese Language A level 5 (or a recognized equivalent) 

11 年级 A2 的学生在整个第一学年的中文学习中，他们将要学习四个单元的内容，即小说、散文、诗歌

以及戏剧。除了文学以外学生们还将要涉及一些社会问题的讨论，例如媒体与文化讨论---广告、以及全

球问题----环境等。小说这一个单元，其中包括《边城》、《儿子的否决权》、《高个女人和她的矮丈夫》

等五篇文章的学习。通过小说单元的学习，学生已知与小说有关的文学常识，例如小说的分类、特征等

等。在此学习的基础上，我们进行了一次作文练习，尝试写作对文章的解读。散文这个单元，其中包括

余秋雨的《文化苦旅》中的《道士塔》、《阳关雪》，朱自清的散文《桨声灯影里的秦淮河》、《荷塘月色》、

《绿》。通过散文单元的学习，学生已知了散文体裁的特点，在此基础上，我们进行了一次作文练习，

并进行了评估。诗歌单元主要是学习徐志摩的几首诗，了解徐志摩的生平及创作特点，感悟诗的魅力。

戏剧单元主要是学习《茶馆》和《雷雨》两部喜剧。每个单元学习后，都要进行相关的练习来巩固所学

的内容。学生还将充分了解整个 DP 学习过程中的中文 A2 的要求，尝试一些相关练习，例如如何完成

written task，各种文体的相关知识，以及对考试试卷有个大概地了解。 
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Chinese B (Mandarin)  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Chinese Language B Standard level 6, Advanced level 4 or A level 3 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students develop basic reading, writing, and speaking skills. They study travel, family life and community 
and complete a Chinese survey. Students memorize and practice vocabulary and grammar concepts and 
explore the culture of Chinese-speaking countries focusing on key language skills: reading, writing, 
listening, speaking, viewing, and presenting. The assessments include oral tests, text handling and written 
production. For Higher Level students, ǘƘŜȅ ŀŘŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ 
level. They also focus on improving their skills to analyze and enjoy some simple literatures. 
 

Chinese B (Mandarin)  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Chinese Language B Standard level 6, Advanced level 4 or A level 3 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students develop basic reading, writing, and speaking skills. They study travel, family life and community 
and complete a Chinese survey. Students memorize and practice vocabulary and grammar concepts and 
explore the culture of Chinese-speaking countries focusing on key language skills: reading, writing, 
listening, speaking, viewing, and presenting. The assessments include oral tests, text handling and written 
production. For Higher Level students, ǘƘŜȅ ŀŘŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ 
level. They also focus on improving their skills to analyze and enjoy some simple literatures. 

 
Chinese Ab Initio  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Chinese Language B Foundation level 1 (or a recognized equivalent) 
The course focuses on the acquisition of language required for every day social interaction. Students 
study Individuals, Education and Work, Town and Services, Food and Drink, Leisure and Travel. Students 
are expected to communicate information and some basic ideas clearly and effectively, understand and 
use accurately the essential spoken forms, written forms and registers, and develop a basic awareness of 
the cultures using Chinese. Students practice individual speeches, group dialogues, role plays, reading 
about practical essays and writing in Chinese basic formats. Assessments include oral tests, text handling 
and written production. 
 

Spanish Ab Initio  SL  
Prerequisites: None 
Students learn to communicate at a basic level in Spanish. They learn basic conversation skills, discuss 
their favorite activities and friends, learn about school schedules and classrooms, discuss food, meals, and 
healthy living, discuss places in the community and leisure activities, talk and write about family 
celebrations and holidays, discuss household items and chores. Students memorize and practice 
vocabulary and grammar concepts. Students also explore the culture of Spanish-speaking countries and 
focusing on key language skills namely reading, writing, and speaking.  

 
Spanish B  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Spanish Language B Standard level 6, Advanced level 4  
¢ƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ . {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ [ŜǾŜƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊΣ мрл ƘƻǳǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
language proficiency and cultural awareness.   In this course, students will improve listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills in Spanish while discussing authentic literature and film, as well as current 
events.  Cultural perspectives on topics will also be addressed, offering students the opportunity to 
cultivate a deeper understanding and compassion for people of all ethnicities.  Correct use of grammar 
and syntax will be acquired contextually in situations which range from useful everyday language to that 
which is analytical and abstract.   Students taking this course are required to take the IB Spanish B 
Standard Level exam in May of the second year. The Spanish B Standard Level course is intended to 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŦƭǳŜƴŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ 
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Group 3 Individuals and Societies 
 

Business & Management  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP English Language A level 6 or B Advanced level 7 and Math level 6 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students gain an international perspective on business and promote their appreciation of cultural 
diversity through the study of a number of topics which are spread across six modules. They study four 
modules: Business Organization and Environment, Accounting and Finance, Marketing and Business 
Strategy. In these modules students learn about the structure of organizations and the different 
environments in which they operate, how organizations formulate marketing strategies and tactics to 
achieve organizational objectives and how they manage and use financial resources and information as 
decision making tools. They are assessed through a combination of case studies, research and 
presentation tasks, essay questions group work and end of semester examinations.  

 
Business & Management  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP English Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 6 and Math level 5 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students gain an international perspective on business and promote their appreciation of cultural 
diversity through the study of a number of topics. In grade 11, students study three modules: Business 
Organization and Environment, Accounting and Finance and Marketing. In these modules they learn 
about the structure of organizations and the different environments in which they operate, how 
organizations formulate marketing strategies and tactics to achieve organizational objectives and how 
they manage and use financial resources and information as a decision making tools. Students are 
assessed through a combination of case studies, research and presentation tasks, essay questions group 
work and end of semester examinations.  
 

Economics  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP English Language A level 6 or B Advanced level 7 and Math level 6 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students study Microeconomics, Measuring National Income and Economic Growth. One important 
distinction is the difference between economic growth and economic development. Students will analyze 
macroeconomic news and suggest appropriate strategies for problems of unemployment or 
inflation.  Students also analyze and apply models of the different market types. 
 

Economics  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP English Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 6 and Math level 5 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students study Microeconomics, Measuring National Income and Economic Growth. One important 
distinction is the difference between economic growth and economic development. Students will analyze 
macroeconomic news and suggesting appropriate strategies for problems of unemployment or inflation. 
 

Geography  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Geography level 5, English Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 7 and 
Math level 5 (or a recognized equivalent) 
Students develop an understanding of the interrelationships between people, places, spaces and the 
environment. They study: populations in transition, disparities in wealth and development, patterns in 
environmental quality and sustainability, and patterns in resource consumption.  They choose three 
optional themes from the following:  Freshwater ς Issues and Conflicts; Oceans and their Coastal Margins; 
Extreme Environments; Hazards and Disasters ς Risk Assessment and Response; Leisure, Sport and 
Tourism; The Geography of Food and Health; and Urban Environments.  In addition, there are seven 
compulsory Extension topics for HL students.  These include: measuring global interactions, changing 
space and the shrinking world, economic interactions and flows, environmental change, socio-cultural 
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exchanges, political outcomes and global interactions at the local level. 

 
Geography  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Geography level 5, English Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 7 and 
Math level 5 (or a recognized equivalent) 
Students develop an understanding of the interrelationships between people, places, spaces and the 
environment, a concern for human welfare and the quality of the environment, and an understanding of 
the need for planning and sustainable management; to appreciate the relevance of geography in 
analysing contemporary issues and challenges, and to develop a global perspective of diversity and 
change.  Students study the topics of populations in transition, disparities in wealth and development, 
patterns in environmental quality and sustainability, and patterns in resource consumption. Students 
choose two optional themes from the following:  Freshwater ς Issues and Conflicts; Oceans and their 
Coastal Margins; Extreme Environments; Hazards and Disasters ς Risk Assessment and Response; Leisure, 
Sport and Tourism; The Geography of Food and Health; and Urban Environments.  
 

History  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP History level 5, English Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 7 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students appreciate the nature and diversity of sources, methods and interpretations. They gather and 
sort evidence, evaluate it, understand historical processes and organize and express their ideas. They 
study Peacemaking, PeacekeepingςInternational Relations 1918-36, Origins and Development of 
Authoritarian and Single-Party States and The Cold War. In addition, Higher Level students study The 
Interwar Years 1919-39, The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 1924-2000 and The Second World War and 
post-war Western Europe 1939-2000. Objectives assessed are; knowledge and understanding, application 
and interpretation, synthesis and evaluation and their use of historical skills. There is emphasis on essay 
writing skills and source analysis.  
 

History  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP History level 5, English Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 7 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students appreciate the nature and diversity of sources, methods and interpretations. They gather and 
sort evidence, evaluate it, understand historical processes and organize and express their ideas. They 
study Peacemaking, PeacekeepingςInternational Relations 1918-36, Origins and Development of 
Authoritarian and Single-Party States and The Cold War. Objectives assessed are: knowledge and 
understanding, application and interpretation, synthesis and evaluation and their use of historical skills. 
There is emphasis on essay writing skills and source analysis.  
 

 
 

Group 4 Experimental Sciences 
 
 

Biology  HL  
Prerequisites: MYP Science overall grade 6 with a criterion C grade of 5 (or recognized equivalent) 
Students study the topics Statistical Analysis, Cells, The Chemistry of Life, Genetics, Ecology and Evolution, 
and Human Health and Physiology. Students develop the skills to analyze and communicate scientific 
information. This course covers the same topics as the HSD and SL courses but it covers much more 
content and the work is studied to a much greater depth. Students develop laboratory skills by designing 
and carrying out experiments. The grade for this course is based on examinations and the assessment of 
the planning, conduct and writing up of a number of laboratory investigations.  The weightings for the 
determination of the grade are examinations: 76%, Laboratory investigations 24%. 
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Biology  SL  
Prerequisites: MYP Science overall grade 5 or above with a criterion C grade of 4 (or recognized 
equivalent) 
Students study the topics Statistical Analysis, Cells, The Chemistry of Life, Genetics, Ecology and Evolution, 
and Human Health and Physiology. Students develop the skills to analyze and communicate scientific 
information. Students develop laboratory skills by designing and carrying out experiments. The grade for 
this course is based on examinations and the assessment of the planning, conduct and writing up of a 
number of laboratory investigations.  The weightings for the determination of the grade are examinations: 
76%, Laboratory investigations 24%. 
 

Chemistry  HL  
Prerequisites: MYP Science overall grade 6 with a criterion C grade of 5 (or recognized equivalent) 
Students start the course by learning quantitative chemistry in measuring and calculating amounts and 
yields.  Students take an in depth look at Atomic Structure, patterning within the Periodic Table, and 
Chemical Bonding.  Students explore the properties of chemical reactions within the next three units; the 
first being the heat changes that occur during the formation and breaking of bonds within new 
substances, the kinetics or factors affecting the speed of the reaction, and lastly, the dynamics within the 
equilibrium or factors that provide a balance to the reaction.  The grade for this course is based on 
examinations (76%) and the assessment of the planning, conduct and writing up of a number of 
laboratory investigations (24%).   

 
Chemistry  SL  
Prerequisites: MYP Science overall grade 5 or above with a criterion C grade of 4 (or recognized 
equivalent) 
Students start the course by learning quantitative chemistry in measuring and calculating amounts and 
yields.  Students take an in depth look at Atomic Structure, patterning within the Periodic Table, and 
Chemical Bonding.  These three units explain why atoms behave the way they do in chemical reactions.  
Students explore the properties of chemical reactions within the next three units; the first being the heat 
changes that occur during the formation and breaking of bonds within new substances, the kinetics or 
factors affecting the speed of the reaction, and lastly, the dynamics within the equilibrium or factors that 
provide a balance to the reaction.  Throughout the course, students perform several investigations and 
learn how to perform proper measurement and data processing skills. 

 
Physics  HL  
Prerequisites: MYP Science overall grade 6 with a criterion C grade of 5 (or recognized equivalent) 
Students study Mechanics and Thermal Physics, Oscillations and Waves and Electric Currents. Students 
develop the skills to analyze and communicate scientific information. They develop laboratory skills by 
designing and carrying out experiments. The grade for this course is based on examinations and the 
assessment of the planning, conduct and writing up of a number of laboratory investigations.  The 
weightings for the determination of the grade are examinations: 76%, Laboratory investigations 24%. 
 

Physics  SL  
Prerequisites: MYP Science overall grade 5 or above with a criterion C grade of 4 (or recognized 
equivalent) 
Students study Mechanics and Thermal Physics, Oscillations and Waves and Electric Currents.  Students 
develop the skills to analyze and communicate scientific information. Students develop laboratory skills by 
designing and carrying out experiments. The grade for this course is based on examinations and the 
assessment of the planning, conduct and writing up of a number of laboratory investigations.  The 
weightings for the determination of the grade are examinations: 76%, Laboratory investigations 24%. 
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Design Technology  HL  
Prerequisites:  Minimum MYP Technology level 4 (or recognized equivalent) 
Students follow a model of learning that includes knowledge, skills and design principles in problem 
solving contexts. They learn about the design process, product design, green design, product innovation, 
materials, product development and how to apply their knowledge to a range of situations. At the 
completion of each topic, students are assessed through topic tests. Internal assessment is through the IB 
Design Cycle criteria of Planning, Research, and Development. Students sit a formal examination at the 
end of each semester and external examinations at course completion. The Higher level course has more 
assessment criteria. 

 
Design Technology  SL  
Prerequisites:  Minimum MYP Technology level 4 (or recognized equivalent) 
Students follow a model of learning that includes knowledge, skills and design principles in problem 
solving contexts. They learn about the design process, product design, green design, product innovation, 
materials, product development and how to apply their knowledge to a range of situations. At the 
completion of each topic, students are assessed through topic tests. Internal assessment is through the IB 
Design Cycle criteria of Planning, Research, and Development. Students sit a formal examination at the 
end of each semester and external examinations at course completion. The Higher level course has more 
assessment criteria. 
 
 

 

Group 5 Mathematics 
 

Mathematics Higher  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Extended Math level 6 
Students focus on basic algebraic concepts as sequences and series, logarithms, complex numbers, 
mathematical induction and matrices. They explore different functions and apply functional methods to a 
variety of mathematical situations. Students examine the circular functions and are introduced to some 
important trigonometric identities. They get familiar with the manipulation and presentation of statistical 
data and the laws of probability. Students are encouraged to apply their mathematical knowledge to solve 
problems set in a variety of meaningful contexts. They develop insight into mathematical form and 
structure and develop the skills needed to continue their mathematical growth in other learning 
environments. Assessments comprise periodic class tests. Final assessment involves two internal 
assessments (20%), two written exam papers one with and one without the use of a GDC (2x40%). 
 

Mathematics Standard  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Extended Math level 5 or Standard level 6 (or recognized equivalent) 
Students study Algebra, functions and equations, circular functions/Trigonometry and matrices and 
develop the ability to read, interpret and solve a given problem using appropriate mathematical terms, 
organize and present information and data in tabular, graphical and/or diagrammatic forms, know and use 
appropriate notation and terminology, formulate a mathematical argument and communicate it clearly, 
select and use appropriate mathematical strategies and techniques, demonstrate an understanding of 
both the significance and the reasonableness of results, recognize patterns and structures in a variety of 
situations, and make generalizations, recognize and demonstrate an understanding of the practical 
applications of mathematics, use appropriate technological devices as mathematical tools, and 
appropriately use mathematical modelling. They are assessed using previous IB exam questions along 
with the internally assessed component, the portfolio, which offers students a framework for developing 
independence in their mathematical learning by engaging in mathematical investigation and 
mathematical modeling.  
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Mathematics Studies  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Extended Math level 3 or Standard level 4 (or recognized equivalent) 
In this course, students focus on a wide variety of mathematical concepts and their applications.  Over the 
course of the year, students will examine number sets, measurement, statistics, linear and quadratic 
algebra, geometry, and trigonometry.  The skills that are further developed in this course 
include:  mathematical knowledge, problem solving, and the ability to communicate effectively.  Students 
will be periodically assessed through test and projects.  Final assessment involves two final exam 
papers worth 40% each, and an independent project worth 20% 

 
 

Group 6 Arts and Electives 
 

Biology  HL  
Prerequisites: MYP Science overall grade 6 with a criterion C grade of 5 (or recognized equivalent) 
Students study the topics Statistical Analysis, Cells, The Chemistry of Life, Genetics, Ecology and Evolution, 
and Human Health and Physiology. Students develop the skills to analyze and communicate scientific 
information. This course covers the same topics as the HSD and SL courses but it covers much more 
content and the work is studied to a much greater depth. Students develop laboratory skills by designing 
and carrying out experiments. The grade for this course is based on examinations and the assessment of 
the planning, conduct and writing up of a number of laboratory investigations.  The weightings for the 
determination of the grade are examinations: 76%, Laboratory investigations 24%. 
 

Biology  SL  
Prerequisites: MYP Science overall grade 5 or above with a criterion C grade of 4 (or recognized 
equivalent) 
Students study the topics Statistical Analysis, Cells, The Chemistry of Life, Genetics, Ecology and Evolution, 
and Human Health and Physiology. Students develop the skills to analyze and communicate scientific 
information. Students develop laboratory skills by designing and carrying out experiments. The grade for 
this course is based on examinations and the assessment of the planning, conduct and writing up of a 
number of laboratory investigations.  The weightings for the determination of the grade are examinations: 
76%, Laboratory investigations 24%. 
 

Business & Management  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP English Language A level 6 or B Advanced level 7 and Math level 6 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students gain an international perspective on business and promote their appreciation of cultural 
diversity through the study of a number of topics which are spread across six modules. They study four 
modules: Business Organization and Environment, Accounting and Finance, Marketing and Business 
Strategy. In these modules students learn about the structure of organizations and the different 
environments in which they operate, how organizations formulate marketing strategies and tactics to 
achieve organizational objectives and how they manage and use financial resources and information as 
decision making tools. They are assessed through a combination of case studies, research and 
presentation tasks, essay questions group work and end of semester examinations.  
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Business & Management  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP English Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 6 and Math level 5 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students gain an international perspective on business and promote their appreciation of cultural 
diversity through the study of a number of topics. In grade 11, students study three modules: Business 
Organization and Environment, Accounting and Finance and Marketing. In these modules they learn 
about the structure of organizations and the different environments in which they operate, how 
organizations formulate marketing strategies and tactics to achieve organizational objectives and how 
they manage and use financial resources and information as a decision making tools. Students are 
assessed through a combination of case studies, research and presentation tasks, essay questions group 
work and end of semester examinations.  
 

Chemistry  HL  
Prerequisites: MYP Science overall grade 6 with a criterion C grade of 5 (or recognized equivalent) 
Students start the course by learning quantitative chemistry in measuring and calculating amounts and 
yields.  Students take an in depth look at Atomic Structure, patterning within the Periodic Table, and 
Chemical Bonding.  Students explore the properties of chemical reactions within the next three units; the 
first being the heat changes that occur during the formation and breaking of bonds within new 
substances, the kinetics or factors affecting the speed of the reaction, and lastly, the dynamics within the 
equilibrium or factors that provide a balance to the reaction.  The grade for this course is based on 
examinations (76%) and the assessment of the planning, conduct and writing up of a number of 
laboratory investigations (24%).   

 
Chemistry  SL  
Prerequisites: MYP Science overall grade 5 or above with a criterion C grade of 4 (or recognized 
equivalent) 
Students start the course by learning quantitative chemistry in measuring and calculating amounts and 
yields.  Students take an in depth look at Atomic Structure, patterning within the Periodic Table, and 
Chemical Bonding.  These three units explain why atoms behave the way they do in chemical reactions.  
Students explore the properties of chemical reactions within the next three units; the first being the heat 
changes that occur during the formation and breaking of bonds within new substances, the kinetics or 
factors affecting the speed of the reaction, and lastly, the dynamics within the equilibrium or factors that 
provide a balance to the reaction.  Throughout the course, students perform several investigations and 
learn how to perform proper measurement and data processing skills. 
 

Chinese Ab Initio  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Chinese Language B Foundation level 1 (or a recognized equivalent) 
The course focuses on the acquisition of language required for every day social interaction. Students 
study Individuals, Education and Work, Town and Services, Food and Drink, Leisure and Travel. Students 
are expected to communicate information and some basic ideas clearly and effectively, understand and 
use accurately the essential spoken forms, written forms and registers, and develop a basic awareness of 
the cultures using Chinese. Students practice individual speeches, group dialogues, role plays, reading 
about practical essays and writing in Chinese basic formats. Assessments include oral tests, text handling 
and written production. 
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Chinese B (Mandarin)  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Chinese Language B Standard level 6, Advanced level 4 or A level 3 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students develop basic reading, writing, and speaking skills. They study travel, family life and community 
and complete a Chinese survey. Students memorize and practice vocabulary and grammar concepts and 
explore the culture of Chinese-speaking countries focusing on key language skills: reading, writing, 
listening, speaking, viewing, and presenting. The assessments include oral tests, text handling and written 
production. CƻǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ [ŜǾŜƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŘŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ 
level. They also focus on improving their skills to analyze and enjoy some simple literatures. 
 

Chinese B (Mandarin)  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Chinese Language B Standard level 6, Advanced level 4 or A level 3 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students develop basic reading, writing, and speaking skills. They study travel, family life and community 
and complete a Chinese survey. Students memorize and practice vocabulary and grammar concepts and 
explore the culture of Chinese-speaking countries focusing on key language skills: reading, writing, 
listening, speaking, viewing, and presenting. The assessments include oral tests, text handling and written 
production. CƻǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ [ŜǾŜƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŘŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ 
level. They also focus on improving their skills to analyze and enjoy some simple literatures. 
 

Computer Science  HL  
Prerequisites:  Minimum MYP Technology level 4 (or recognized equivalent) 
Computer Science students study how computers operate and how they can be used to solve problems.  
The course focuses on software development, fundamentals of computer systems, the relationship 
between computing systems and society, computer mathematics and logic, advanced data structures and 
algorithms, further system fundamentals and file organization. Students will develop programming skills 
using the Java programming language.  At the completion of each topic, students are assessed through 
topic tests and programming assignments. Students will also undertake formal examinations at the end of 
each semester.  
 

Computer Science  SL  
Prerequisites:  Minimum MYP Technology level 4 (or recognized equivalent) 
Computer Science students study how computers operate and how they can be used to solve problems.  
The course focuses on software development, fundamentals of computer systems and the relationship 
between computing systems and society. Students will develop programming skills using the Java 
programming language.  At the completion of each topic, students are assessed through topic tests and 
programming assignments. Students will also undertake formal examinations at the end of each semester.  
 

Japanese Ab Initio  SL  
Prerequisites: None 
Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƪŜȅ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ōȅ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ 
on daily conversation and practicing vocabulary and grammar concepts. Students learn to exchange 
personal information in basic conversations, practice dialogues for inviting and visiting people, learn 
expressions used for shopping, discuss trips and food, discuss family relationships and learn to give 
directions and practice expressions used at a clinic or bank. Students focus on the grammar and 
vocabulary while exploring Japanese culture.  Students are assessed through reading, written and oral 
tasks.   
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Music  HL  
Prerequisites: Audition with teacher recommendation 
Students should have a background in musical performance. HL is designed for the specialist music 
student with a background in musical performance and composition, who may pursue music at university 
or conservatoire level. The syllabus includes musical perception and analysis, the study of a prescribed 
work given by the IBO, and the study of musical genres, form, structure and styles from around the world. 
Students will also learn different ways to carryout a musical investigation to prepare them to achieve their 
own independent research. During the course, time will be dedicated to developing performance and 
composition skills. 

 
Music  SL  
Prerequisites: Audition with teacher recommended 
Standard Level is designed for the music student with a background in musical performance and/or 
composition. The syllabus includes musical perception and analysis, the study of a prescribed work given 
by the IBO, and the study of musical genres, form, structure and styles from around the world. Students 
will also learn different ways to carryout a musical investigation to prepare them to achieve their own 
independent research. During the course, time will be dedicated to developing performance and 
composition skills. 
 

Psychology  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP English Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 6 and an MYP Science 
overall grade 5 or above with a criterion C grade of 4 (or recognized equivalent) 
Psychology is the systematic study of the human condition through a variety of approaches. Such 
investigative approaches include the experimental method, observation, clinical interviews, and 
questionnaires. Seen through three major perspectives, the study of psychology offers the International 
Baccalaureate candidate a field of study that brings together several academic traditions.  
Psychology SL students will study psychology through the three major perspectives developed over the 
last one hundred years: Biological, Cognitive and Learning. Assumptions of psychology that are addressed 
include motivations underlying human behavior, social interaction, language and thinking, memory & 
emotion. The students will be engaged in a variety of practical activities including observations, 
experiments and interviews. There is an emphasis on writing as a way of thinking.  
 

Spanish Ab Initio  SL  
Prerequisites: None 
Students learn to communicate at a basic level in Spanish. They learn basic conversation skills, discuss 
their favorite activities and friends, learn about school schedules and classrooms, discuss food, meals, and 
healthy living, discuss places in the community and leisure activities, talk and write about family 
celebrations and holidays, discuss household items and chores. Students memorize and practice 
vocabulary and grammar concepts. Students also explore the culture of Spanish-speaking countries and 
focusing on key language skills namely reading, writing, and speaking.  
 

Theatre Arts  SL 
Prerequisites: Audition with teacher recommendation 
The Theatre Arts course aims to help students understand the nature of the theatre. 
The course involves the development of performance skills through working on devised and scripted 
scenes, some of which must be presented to an audience. Students will also study drama from the point 
of view of the director and will investigate methods of turning a script into performance. Practical 
exploration of theatre from different cultures is also a key element in the course. A theatre production - a 
collaborative exercise animating a broad spectrum of talents and skills in which the principles and 
practices of theatre are explored by the students - is the high point of their practical and theoretical 
studies.  
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Visual Arts  HL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Visual Art and successful SSIS suitability test  
Students concentrate on studio work supported by the investigation workbook. The time allocation for 
Higher Level is 240 hours over the two year. Because of the nature of the subject quality work can be 
produced higher levels. Higher level students have the opportunity to produce more work of greater 
depth so the assessment criteria are differentiated according to option and level although the aims and 
objectives are the same. Students engage in practical exploration and artistic production and in 
independent contextual, visual and critical investigations that often connects to Theory of Knowledge and 
other subject areas. It promotes respect for cultural and aesthetic differences, creative thinking and 
problem solving. 
 

Visual Arts  SL  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Visual Art and successful SSIS suitability test  
Students concentrate on studio work supported by the investigation workbook. The time allocation for 
Standard Level is 150 hours over the two year course Because of the nature of the subject quality work 
can be produced at standard level. The assessment criteria are differentiated according to option and 
level although the aims and objectives are the same. Students engage in practical exploration and artistic 
production and in independent contextual, visual and critical investigations that often connects to Theory 
of Knowledge and other subject areas. It promotes respect for cultural and aesthetic differences, creative 
thinking and problem solving. 
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 Grades 11/12 High School Diploma  
 

General Introduction 
The High School Diploma (HSD) allows students to take one year courses at High School (HS) 
or Honors (Hons) levels.  Some courses require a pre-requisite, for example Year 2 (Y2) 
language courses require completion of the Year 1 (Y1) component. 
 
Students who complete YI and Y2 of an Honors course or a Foundation Language course 
have the option of sitting for the IBDP exam in that course and receiving an IBDP Certificate. 
 
The grades 11/12 High School Diploma is a continuation of the HSD from grades 9/10.  A 
total of 24 credits and meeting certain criteria are required for successful completion of the 
HSD. 
 

¶ Students must choose one course from each of the seven subject groups.  
 
 

Group 1 English 
 

English A1 Y1 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Language A level 4 or B Advanced level 6 (or a recognized equivalent) 
The course aims to develop a variety of linguistic skills through a wide range of texts, to promote an 
appreciation of the wealth and subtleties of the language and to facilitate the clear expression of ideas. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
and that of other societies. It facilitates the clear expression of argument and assists in the understanding 
of both oral and written discourse. This is both a literature-based and writing-based course; the 
ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦ 
Assessment is ongoing. Final assessment involves: 2 Written tasks (40%), 2 Exam papers (30%), Oral 
presentations (15%), In-class assignments (15%). 
 

English A1 Y2 (Hons) 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of English A YI (Hons) 
The course aims to develop a variety of linguistic skills through a wide range of texts, to promote an 
appreciation of the wealth and subtleties of the language and to facilitate the clear expression of ideas. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
and that of other societies. It facilitates the clear expression of argument and assists in the understanding 
of both oral and written discourse. This is both a literature-based and writing-based course; the 
ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦ 
Assessment is ongoing. Final assessment involves: 2 Written tasks (40%), 2 Exam papers (30%), Oral 
presentations (15%), In-class assignments (15%). 

 
English A2 Y1 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 6 (or a recognized equivalent) 
The language A2 syllabus consists of the study of language, texts and culture, which is made possible 
through the framework of culture and literary options.  In the language A2 course students have the 
opportunity to develop and refine the four primary language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. Throughout the course, students are exposed to a wide range of types of texts. Students are 
expected to compare and contrast aspects of language, texts, and culture. Assessment for Higher Level 
and Standard Level: Written Paper Component ς External Assessment (50%), Written Tasks ς External 
Assessment (20%), Individual Oral (15%), Interactive Oral (15%). 
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English A2 Y2 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of English A2 Y1 (Hons) 
The language A2 syllabus consists of the study of language, texts and culture, which is made possible 
through the framework of culture and literary options.  In the language A2 course students have the 
opportunity to develop and refine the four primary language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. Throughout the course, students are exposed to a wide range of types of texts. Students are 
expected to compare and contrast aspects of language, texts, and culture. Assessment for Higher Level 
and Standard Level: Written Paper Component ς External Assessment (50%), Written Tasks ς External 
Assessment (20%), Individual Oral (15%), Interactive Oral (15%). 

 
English B Y1 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Language B Advanced level 4 or B Standard level 5 (or a recognized 
equivalent) 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǳǎŜ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ L9[¢{ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘέ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀǎƛŎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ 
book as this covers the processing and production of academic English texts .They also read a range of 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ά!ƴƛƳŀƭ CŀǊƳέ ϧ  ά! ¢ǿƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƛƭέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀǘŎƘ ŦƛƭƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ς ά!ƴƛƳŀƭ 
CŀǊƳέΣ ά5ŜŀŘ tƻŜǘΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέΣ /ƻƭŘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴέΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƻǊŀƭǎΣ ŘŜōŀǘƛƴƎΣ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ 
making and news reporting. They also learn to analyze plots and characters and understand the cultural 
context of the literary works. The students also take practice IELTS, SATs & TOEFL tests. 
 

English B Y2 (Hons) 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of English B YI (Hons) 
In speaking, students practice skills in individual interviews, news reporting and discussions of current 
affairs issues. In reading, students read a range of journalistic texts. Writing skills include the production 
of academic essays as required in the IELTS, SATS & TOEFL, formal/informal letters, personal response to 
films & novels. The students take practice IELTS, SATs and TOEFL tests with an aim to taking the actual 
exams in their second year as some of them will be applying for admission to universities in English 
speaking countries. 
 
 

Group 2 World Languages 
 

Chinese A Y1 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Chinese Language A level 3 or B Advanced level 6 (or a recognized 
equivalent) 
Students study the Chinese cƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΩ ǎǘǊƻƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭǎ, individuals, foods, School life, leisure life , 
travel, visit friends, shopping, house, disease and cure, health and emergency and the environment. 
Students study cultures and customs including famous Chinese fairy tales, Chinese festivals, Chinese 
Zodiac, Chinese calligraphy and painting. Students practice the skills of communication with Chinese in 
basic topics. They develop a range of vocabulary and sentences structures, make a personnel study plan, 
and write simple articles in Chinese. Assessment includes dialogues between students and the teacher, 
group discussions, short plays and text handling. 

 
Chinese A Y2 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Chinese A Y1 (Hons) 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΩ ǎǘǊƻƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭǎΣ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊΦ  
Students will enlarge their range of vocabǳƭŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎΩ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
write simple articles in Chinese. They will work on presentations and improve their vocabulary and 
grammar structures. The course focuses on oral presentations and daily communications. The assessment 
is based on communication skills, group discussions, a short play and text comprehension. 
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Chinese B YI (Hons)  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Chinese Language B Standard level 6, Advanced level 4 or A level 3 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students develop basic reading, writing, and speaking skills. They study travel, family life and community 
and complete a Chinese survey. Students memorize and practice vocabulary and grammar concepts and 
explore the culture of Chinese-speaking countries focusing on key language skills: reading, writing, 
listening, speaking, viewing, and presenting. The assessments include oral tests, text handling and written 
production. CƻǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ [ŜǾŜƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŘŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ 
level. They also focus on improving their skills to analyze and enjoy some simple literatures. 
 

Chinese B Y2 (Hons)  
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Chinese B Y1 (Hons) 
Students develop basic reading, writing, and speaking skills. They study travel, family life and community 
and complete a Chinese survey. Students memorize and practice vocabulary and grammar concepts and 
explore the culture of Chinese-speaking countries focusing on key language skills: reading, writing, 
listening, speaking, viewing, and presenting. The assessments include oral tests, text handling and written 
production. CƻǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ [ŜǾŜƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŘŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ 
level. They also focus on improving their skills to analyze and enjoy some simple literatures. 
 

Chinese Foundation Y1 (HS) 
Prerequisites: None 
Students study Chinese culture and communication skills. Students will learn Chinese characters, 
greetings, family members, personal introduction, numbers and dates, countries and languages, 
occupations and work places, modes of transport and time. In the second year, students will study colors 
and clothing, weather and holidays, hobbies, daily routine, school subjects, school facilities and making 
telephone calls. Regular assignments ensure students explore each topic using a combination of reading 
comprehension, listening practice and daily communications. They will be assessed on reading 
comprehension, writing production, oral presentation and interactive oral activities. 

Chinese Foundation Y2 (HS) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Chinese Foundation Y1 (HS) 
Students acquire language used for everyday social interaction. In the second year, students study the 
topics of colors and clothing, weather and holidays, hobbies, daily routine, school subjects, school 
facilities and making telephone calls. Meanwhile they are taught about some Chinese cultures and 
customs. Students develop a variety of linguistic skills and a basic awareness of the cultures using the 
language. Regular assignments ensure students explore each topic using a combination of reading 
comprehension, listening practice and daily communications. The assessment comprises reading 
comprehension, writing production, oral presentation and interactive oral activities. 

 
Korean A Y1 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: MYP Korean Language A (or a recognized equivalent) 
Students develop an understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism and a personal 
appreciation of literature. They explore a range of literary works from different periods, genres, styles and 
contexts. In the first unit, Paper 1 and Commentary, students learn how to analyze literary features, such 
as style, structural and linguistic elements, in prose and poetry. Students learn how to write and present a 
literary analysis. The focus of this unit is preparation for the literary commentary. In the second unit, 
Comparative Analysis, students prepare for the World Literature assignments and Paper 1 of the IB Exam. 
In this unit, students learn essential strategies for comparing literary works. Students focus on the 
structure and presentation of essays.  
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Korean A Y2 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Korean A Y1 (HS) 
Students develop an understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism and are encouraged to 
pursue literature for personal enjoyment. They explore a range of literary works from different periods, 
genres, styles and contexts. In the first unit, Oral Commentary, they practice and develop communication 
skills involved in writing and speaking in a variety of styles and situations. In the second unit, Writing 
Analysis of Poetry and Prose, they focus on essential writing strategies and commentary. In the final unit, 
students review all works and review for the final examination. All units include assessments in writing 
and speaking, with a focus on analytical essays and the organization of oral presentations. 
 

Spanish Foundation Y1 (HS) 
Prerequisites: None 
Students learn to communicate at a basic level in Spanish. They learn basic conversation skills, discuss 
their favorite activities and friends, learn about school schedules and classrooms, discuss food, meals, and 
healthy living, discuss places in the community and leisure activities, talk and write about family 
celebrations and holidays, discuss household items and chores. Students memorize and practice 
vocabulary and grammar concepts. Students also explore the culture of Spanish-speaking countries and 
focusing on key language skills namely reading, writing, and speaking.  

 
Spanish Foundation Y2 (HS) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Spanish Foundation Y1 (HS) 
Students learn to communicate at a basic level in Spanish. They learn basic conversation skills, discuss 
their favorite activities and friends, learn about school schedules and classrooms, discuss food, meals, and 
healthy living, discuss places in the community and leisure activities, talk and write about family 
celebrations and holidays, discuss household items and chores. Students memorize and practice 
vocabulary and grammar concepts. Students also explore the culture of Spanish-speaking countries and 
focusing on key language skills namely reading, writing, and speaking.  
 

Spanish B Y1 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Spanish Language B Standard level 6, Advanced level 4  
The Spanish B Standard Level course is a two ȅŜŀǊΣ мрл ƘƻǳǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
language proficiency and cultural awareness.   In this course, students will improve listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills in Spanish while discussing authentic literature and film, as well as current 
events.  Cultural perspectives on topics will also be addressed, offering students the opportunity to 
cultivate a deeper understanding and compassion for people of all ethnicities.  Correct use of grammar 
and syntax will be acquired contextually in situations which range from useful everyday language to that 
which is analytical and abstract. ¢ƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ . {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ [ŜǾŜƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
language fluency, and requires some previous experience with the language. 
 

Spanish B Y2 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Spanish B Y1 (Hons)  
¢ƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ . {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ [ŜǾŜƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊΣ мрл ƘƻǳǊ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
language proficiency and cultural awareness.   In this course, students will improve listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills in Spanish while discussing authentic literature and film, as well as current 
events.  Cultural perspectives on topics will also be addressed, offering students the opportunity to 
cultivate a deeper understanding and compassion for people of all ethnicities.  Correct use of grammar 
and syntax will be acquired contextually in situations which range from useful everyday language to that 
which is analytical and abstract. The Spanish B Standard Level course is intended ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
language fluency, and requires some previous experience with the language. 
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Group 3 Humanities 
 

American History (HS) 
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP History level 5, English Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 7 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
United States History is a one year course following the structure, and most of the expectations, of an 
Advanced Placement course. Students begin with Pre-Columbian Native American societies and endat the 
present day. Students develop factual knowledge of United States history and learn to assess historical 
materials, including primary source documents, for their reliability and relevance, and to weigh the 
evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. Students must demonstrate knowledge 
and skills through writing and oral presentation and use and develop of analytical and writing skills. 
 

Asian Studies (HS) 
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP English Language A level 3 or B Advanced level 5 (or a recognized 
equivalent) 
Students study the histories of various Asian countries from their origins to the present day. They use 
multiple approaches to historical analysis and assessment, addressing various themes such as geography, 
demographics, technological advancements, and conflict and resolution within and between nations. 
Students develop the ability to think and write critically, use comparative analysis, and analyze and 
interpret primary and secondary source documents. Students will be assessed on the following tasks; 
written assignments, oral presentations, formal examinations, research projects, and coursework 
activities. 

Business (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP English Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 6 and Math level 5 (or a 
recognized equivalent) 
Students gain an international perspective on business and promote their appreciation of cultural 
diversity through the study of a number of topics. In grade 11, students study three modules: Business 
Organization and Environment, Accounting and Finance and Marketing. In these modules they learn 
about the structure of organizations and the different environments in which they operate, how 
organizations formulate marketing strategies and tactics to achieve organizational objectives and how 
they manage and use financial resources and information as a decision making tools. Students are 
assessed through a combination of case studies, research and presentation tasks, essay questions group 
work and end of semester examinations.  

 
 

Group 4 Science and Technology 
 

Physics Y1 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: MYP Science overall grade 5 (or a recognized equivalent) 
Students study core and advanced topics on Mechanics and Thermal Physics, Oscillations and Waves and 
Electric Currents. Students develop laboratory skills by designing and carrying out experiments. There are 
two components to the course grade:  The I.B. Examinations (76%) and the internally assessed, externally 
moderated internal assessment of laboratory reports (24%). 
 

Physics Y2 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Physics Y1 (Hons) 
Students study core and advanced topics on Mechanics and Thermal Physics, Oscillations and Waves and 
Electric Currents. Students develop laboratory skills by designing and carrying out experiments. There are 
two components to the course grade:  The I.B. Examinations (76%) and the internally assessed, externally 
moderated internal assessment of laboratory reports (24%). 
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Biological Science (HS) 
Prerequisites: None 
Students study the topics Biology and The Real World, The Scientific Method, Plant Science, Human 
Health and Physiology, Microbiology and Disease, Enzymes and DNA Technology. Students develop 
laboratory skills by designing and carrying out experiments. The assessment scheme has four 
areas.  These are: Communication (lab reports, presentations and essay) - 22%; Knowledge and 
Understanding (exams) - 22%; Practical Work (laboratory reports - 32%; Attitudes (book work, homework, 
class pop tests, effort) - 20%. 
 

Design Technology Y1 (Hons) 
Prerequisites:  Minimum MYP Technology level 4 (or recognized equivalent) 
Students follow a model of learning that includes knowledge, skills and design principles in problem 
solving contexts. They learn about the design process, product design, green design, product innovation, 
materials, product development and how to apply their knowledge to a range of situations. At the 
completion of each topic, students are assessed through topic tests. Internal assessment is through the IB 
Design Cycle criteria of Planning, Research, and Development. Students sit a formal examination at the 
end of each semester and external examinations at course completion. The Higher level course has more 
assessment criteria. 
 

Design Technology Y2 (Hons) 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Design Technology Y1 (Hons) 
Students follow a model of learning that includes knowledge, skills and design principles in problem 
solving contexts. They learn about the design process, product design, green design, product innovation, 
materials, product development and how to apply their knowledge to a range of situations. At the 
completion of each topic, students are assessed through topic tests. Internal assessment is through the IB 
Design Cycle criteria of Planning, Research, and Development. Students sit a formal examination at the 
end of each semester and external examinations at course completion. The Higher level course has more 
assessment criteria. 
 

Nutritional Science (HS) 
Prerequisites:  Minimum MYP Technology level 4 (or recognized equivalent) 
Students study how to blend natural ingredients and healthy eating into everyday life. They learn to 
research appropriate information, design recipes and dietary plans and use them to assist those with 
food-related health problems. In addition, they learn practical skills such as grilling, baking, poaching, 
purchasing, food preservation and storage. At the completion of each unit, students are assessed. 
Students take one written examination at the end of the first semester and work on projects throughout 
the year. 

Information Technology (HS) 
Prerequisites:  Minimum MYP Technology level 4 (or recognized equivalent) 
Students study practical and theoretical aspects of problem solving using information technology. 
Students study multimedia applications, advanced word processing techniques, advanced spreadsheets, 
and global communication technologies including web design. They are assessed through a combination 
of short tasks, projects and end of semester examinations. 
 

Theatre Technology (HS) 
Prerequisites: None 
Students study the history of theater as it relates to technical aspects of drama production and the 
essential players behind the scenes. They develop the ability to design and construct theatrical sets, 
costumes, special effects and props as well as create lighting designs and operate lighting and audio 
equipment. Students also develop the ability to work effectively in groups and design and maintain safe 
working environments.  They are assessed based on required participation in school-sponsored theatrical 
work, designs and products of work. 
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Group 5 Mathematics 
 

 

Math Applications Y1 (HS) 
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Standard Math level 3 (or recognized equivalent) 
In this course, students move away from the theoretical knowledge of mathematics and into the real 
world applications.  Students primarily focus on the mathematics of personal finance, geometry and 
measurement, probability and statistics.  The skills that are further developed in this course 
include:  mathematical knowledge, problem solving, and the ability to communicate effectively.  Students 
are given the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge through a wide variety of assessments which 
include tests, project work, and semester exams. 

 
Math Applications Y2 (HS) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Math Applications Y1 (HS) 
In this course, students focus more on real world uses of mathematics, and less on the abstract 
theories.  Over the course of the year we will look at a variety of topics which include geometry, network 
optimization, statistics, probability, and financial mathematics.  Through every topic students will develop 
their skills in mathematical problem solving and communication with a heavy focus on the use of 
technology.  They are assessed through a variety of different methods including tests, semester exams, 
and project work. 

 

¶ Students may also take IBDP Math Studies, IBDP Math HL or IBDP Math SL if they 
meet the pre-requisites. If a student wants to obtain an IBDP Certificate in an IBDP 
math course they must complete both years of the course. Please see the IBDP 
Mathematics section for course descriptions and pre-requisites. 

 
 
 

Group 6 Options 
 

Visual Arts Y1 (Hons)  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Visual Art and successful SSIS suitability test  
Students concentrate on studio work supported by the investigation workbook. The time allocation for 
Higher Level is 240 hours over the two year. Because of the nature of the subject quality work can be 
produced higher levels. Higher level students have the opportunity to produce more work of greater 
depth so the assessment criteria are differentiated according to option and level although the aims and 
objectives are the same. Students engage in practical exploration and artistic production and in 
independent contextual, visual and critical investigations that often connects to Theory of Knowledge and 
other subject areas. It promotes respect for cultural and aesthetic differences, creative thinking and 
problem solving. 
 

Visual Arts Y2 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Visual Arts Y1 (Hons)  
Students concentrate on studio work supported by the investigation workbook. The time allocation for 
Standard Level is 150 hours over the two year course Because of the nature of the subject quality work 
can be produced at standard level. The assessment criteria are differentiated according to option and 
level although the aims and objectives are the same. Students engage in practical exploration and artistic 
production and in independent contextual, visual and critical investigations that often connects to Theory 
of Knowledge and other subject areas. It promotes respect for cultural and aesthetic differences, creative 
thinking and problem solving. 
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Theatre Arts Y1 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Audition with teacher recommendation 
The Theatre Arts course aims to help students understand the nature of the theatre. 
The course involves the development of performance skills through working on devised and scripted 
scenes, some of which must be presented to an audience. Students will also study drama from the point 
of view of the director and will investigate methods of turning a script into performance. Practical 
exploration of theatre from different cultures is also a key element in the course. A theatre production - a 
collaborative exercise animating a broad spectrum of talents and skills in which the principles and 
practices of theatre are explored by the students - is the high point of their practical and theoretical 
studies.  
 

Theatre Arts Y2 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Theatre Arts Y1 (Hons) 
The Theatre Arts course aims to help students understand the nature of the theatre. 
The course involves the development of performance skills through working on devised and scripted 
scenes, some of which must be presented to an audience. Students will also study drama from the point 
of view of the director and will investigate methods of turning a script into performance. Practical 
exploration of theatre from different cultures is also a key element in the course. A theatre production - a 
collaborative exercise animating a broad spectrum of talents and skills in which the principles and 
practices of theatre are explored by the students - is the high point of their practical and theoretical 
studies.  
 

Music Y1 (Hons)  
Prerequisites: Audition with teacher recommendation 
Music Y1 is designed for the music student with a background in musical performance and/or 
composition. The syllabus includes musical perception and analysis, the study of a prescribed work given 
by the IBO, and the study of musical genres, form, structure and styles from around the world. Students 
will also learn different ways to carryout a musical investigation to prepare them to achieve their own 
independent research. Class time will be dedicated to developing performance and composition skills. 
 

Music Y2 (Hons)  
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Music Y1 (Hons) 
Music Y2 is designed for the music student with a background in musical performance and/or 
composition. The syllabus includes musical perception and analysis, the study of a prescribed work given 
by the IBO, and the study of musical genres, form, structure and styles from around the world. Students 
will also learn different ways to carryout a musical investigation to prepare them to achieve their own 
independent research. During the course, time will be dedicated to developing performance and 
composition skills. 

 

Chemistry Y1 (Hons)  
Prerequisites: MYP Science overall grade 5 or above with a criterion C grade of 4 (or recognized 
equivalent) 
Students start the course by learning quantitative chemistry in measuring and calculating amounts and 
yields.  Students take an in depth look at Atomic Structure, patterning within the Periodic Table, and 
Chemical Bonding.  These three units explain why atoms behave the way they do in chemical reactions.  
Students explore the properties of chemical reactions within the next three units; the first being the heat 
changes that occur during the formation and breaking of bonds within new substances, the kinetics or 
factors affecting the speed of the reaction, and lastly, the dynamics within the equilibrium or factors that 
provide a balance to the reaction.  Throughout the course, students perform several investigations and 
learn how to perform proper measurement and data processing skills. 
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Chemistry Y2 (Hons)  
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Chemistry Y1 (Hons) 
Students start the course by learning quantitative chemistry in measuring and calculating amounts and 
yields.  Students take an in depth look at Atomic Structure, patterning within the Periodic Table, and 
Chemical Bonding.  These three units explain why atoms behave the way they do in chemical reactions.  
Students explore the properties of chemical reactions within the next three units; the first being the heat 
changes that occur during the formation and breaking of bonds within new substances, the kinetics or 
factors affecting the speed of the reaction, and lastly, the dynamics within the equilibrium or factors that 
provide a balance to the reaction.  Throughout the course, students perform several investigations and 
learn how to perform proper measurement and data processing skills. 
 

Psychology Y1 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP English Language A level 5 or B Advanced level 6 and an MYP Science 
overall grade 5 or above with a criterion C grade of 4 (or recognized equivalent) 
Psychology is the systematic study of the human condition through a variety of approaches. Such 
investigative approaches include the experimental method, observation, clinical interviews, and 
questionnaires. Seen through three major perspectives, the study of psychology offers the International 
Baccalaureate candidate a field of study that brings together several academic traditions.  
Psychology SL students will study psychology through the three major perspectives developed over the 
last one hundred years: Biological, Cognitive and Learning. Assumptions of psychology that are addressed 
include motivations underlying human behavior, social interaction, language and thinking, memory & 
emotion. The students will be engaged in a variety of practical activities including observations, 
experiments and interviews. There is an emphasis on writing as a way of thinking.  

 
Psychology Y2 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Psychology Y1 (Hons) 
Psychology is the systematic study of the human condition through a variety of approaches. Such 
investigative approaches include the experimental method, observation, clinical interviews, and 
questionnaires. Seen through three major perspectives, the study of psychology offers the International 
Baccalaureate candidate a field of study that brings together several academic traditions.  
Psychology SL students will study psychology through the three major perspectives developed over the 
last one hundred years: Biological, Cognitive and Learning. Assumptions of psychology that are addressed 
include motivations underlying human behavior, social interaction, language and thinking, memory & 
emotion. The students will be engaged in a variety of practical activities including observations, 
experiments and interviews. There is an emphasis on writing as a way of thinking.  

 
Ceramics (HS) 
Prerequisites: None 
Students learn about the history and significance of ceramics in Asia and the world. They record and 
analyse their research and investigate the physical and chemical properties of clay and glaze. They also 
learn hand building and wheel work skills and apply safe workshop practices. The preparatory work and 
the final product are assessed for the quality of the research and its analysis, the development of the 
design, the level of technique shown, its suitability for the target group and how it was influenced by peer 
comments, their journal describing the process and evaluation, and the effectiveness of the final outcome. 

Spanish Foundation Y1 (HS) 
Prerequisites: None 
Students learn to communicate at a basic level in Spanish. They learn basic conversation skills, discuss 
their favorite activities and friends, learn about school schedules and classrooms, discuss food, meals, and 
healthy living, discuss places in the community and leisure activities, talk and write about family 
celebrations and holidays, discuss household items and chores. Students memorize and practice 
vocabulary and grammar concepts. Students also explore the culture of Spanish-speaking countries and 
focusing on key language skills namely reading, writing, and speaking. 
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Spanish Foundation Y2 (HS) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Spanish Foundation Y1 (HS) 
Students learn to communicate at a basic level in Spanish. They learn basic conversation skills, discuss 
their favorite activities and friends, learn about school schedules and classrooms, discuss food, meals, and 
healthy living, discuss places in the community and leisure activities, talk and write about family 
celebrations and holidays, discuss household items and chores. Students memorize and practice 
vocabulary and grammar concepts. Students also explore the culture of Spanish-speaking countries and 
focusing on key language skills namely reading, writing, and speaking.  

 
Japanese Foundation Y1 (HS) 
Prerequisites: None 
Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƪŜȅ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ōȅ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ 
on daily conversation and practicing vocabulary and grammar concepts. Students learn to exchange 
personal information in basic conversations, practice dialogues for inviting and visiting people, learn 
expressions used for shopping, discuss trips and food, discuss family relationships and learn to give 
directions and practice expressions used at a clinic or bank. Students focus on the grammar and 
vocabulary while exploring Japanese culture. Students are assessed through reading, written and oral 
tasks.   
 

Japanese Foundation Y2 (HS) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Japanese Foundation Y1 (HS) 
Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƪŜȅ ƭƛƴƎǳƛǎǘƛŎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ōȅ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ 
on daily conversation and practicing vocabulary and grammar concepts. Students learn to exchange 
personal information in basic conversations, practice dialogues for inviting and visiting people, learn 
expressions used for shopping, discuss trips and food, discuss family relationships and learn to give 
directions and practice expressions used at a clinic or bank. Students focus on the grammar and 
vocabulary while exploring Japanese culture. Students are assessed through reading, written and oral 
tasks.   
 

Chinese Foundation Y1 (HS) 
Prerequisites: None 
Students study Chinese culture and communication skills. Students will learn Chinese characters, 
greetings, family members, personal introduction, numbers and dates, countries and languages, 
occupations and work places, modes of transport and time. In the second year, students will study colors 
and clothing, weather and holidays, hobbies, daily routine, school subjects, school facilities and making 
telephone calls. Regular assignments ensure students explore each topic using a combination of reading 
comprehension, listening practice and daily communications. They will be assessed on reading 
comprehension, writing production, oral presentation and interactive oral activities. 

Chinese Foundation Y2 (HS) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Chinese Foundation Y1 (HS) 
Students acquire language used for everyday social interaction. In the second year, students study the 
topics of colors and clothing, weather and holidays, hobbies, daily routine, school subjects, school 
facilities and making telephone calls. Meanwhile they are taught about some Chinese cultures and 
customs. Students develop a variety of linguistic skills and a basic awareness of the cultures using the 
language. Regular assignments ensure students explore each topic using a combination of reading 
comprehension, listening practice and daily communications. The assessment comprises reading 
comprehension, writing production, oral presentation and interactive oral activities. 
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Physical Education (HS) 
Prerequisites: None 
The one year course is a program based on Leadership, outdoor education and career opportunities. 
Leadership; This will be based on the International award for young people, an internationally 
recognized leadership award for men and woman between the ages of 14 and 25. Qualified 
instructors who have been trained by the London based organization will lead and facilitate the 
award within the one year course option. 
Outdoor education: Utilizing the school facilities and opportunities in and around Suzhou, students 
will experience outdoor challenges not in the main stream curriculum, such as kayaking, hiking and 
camp craft. 
Career Opportunities: Students will be made aware of the range of opportunities as a career path. 
Connections and links to ecotourism, adventure tourism and individual and company possibilities 
such as fitness instructors or recreation co-coordinators. 
Course credit: A student could achieve the following 
High school diploma: The course would make up part of the high school diploma requirements. 
International leadership Award: A student could achieve the IYA award at the Bronze level. 
First Aid: A student could achieve a recognized basic first aid qualification. 
 

 

Group 7 Arts and Technology 

Visual Arts Y1 (Hons)  
Prerequisites: Minimum MYP Visual Art and successful SSIS suitability test  
Students concentrate on studio work supported by the investigation workbook. The time allocation for 
Higher Level is 240 hours over the two year. Because of the nature of the subject quality work can be 
produced higher levels. Higher level students have the opportunity to produce more work of greater 
depth so the assessment criteria are differentiated according to option and level although the aims and 
objectives are the same. Students engage in practical exploration and artistic production and in 
independent contextual, visual and critical investigations that often connects to Theory of Knowledge and 
other subject areas. It promotes respect for cultural and aesthetic differences, creative thinking and 
problem solving. 
 

Visual Arts Y2 (Hons) 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Visual Arts Y1 (Hons)  
Students concentrate on studio work supported by the investigation workbook. The time allocation for 
Standard Level is 150 hours over the two year course Because of the nature of the subject quality work 
can be produced at standard level. The assessment criteria are differentiated according to option and 
level although the aims and objectives are the same. Students engage in practical exploration and artistic 
production and in independent contextual, visual and critical investigations that often connects to Theory 
of Knowledge and other subject areas. It promotes respect for cultural and aesthetic differences, creative 
thinking and problem solving. 
 

Music Y1 (Hons)  
Prerequisites: Audition with teacher recommendation 
Music Y1 is designed for the music student with a background in musical performance and/or 
composition. The syllabus includes musical perception and analysis, the study of a prescribed work given 
by the IBO, and the study of musical genres, form, structure and styles from around the world. Students 
will also learn different ways to carryout a musical investigation to prepare them to achieve their own 
independent research. During the course, time will be dedicated to developing performance and 
composition skills. 
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Music Y2 (Hons)  
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Music Y1 (Hons) 
Music Y2 is designed for the music student with a background in musical performance and/or 
composition. The syllabus includes musical perception and analysis, the study of a prescribed work given 
by the IBO, and the study of musical genres, form, structure and styles from around the world. Students 
will also learn different ways to carryout a musical investigation to prepare them to achieve their own 
independent research. During the course, time will be dedicated to developing performance and 
composition skills. 

 

Ceramics (HS) 
Prerequisites: None 
Students learn about the history and significance of ceramics in Asia and the world. They record and 
analyse their research and investigate the physical and chemical properties of clay and glaze. They also 
learn hand building and wheel work skills and apply safe workshop practices. The preparatory work and 
the final product are assessed for the quality of the research and its analysis, the development of the 
design, the level of technique shown, its suitability for the target group and how it was influenced by peer 
comments, their journal describing the process and evaluation, and the effectiveness of the final outcome. 

Materials Technology (HS) 
Prerequisites:  Minimum MYP Technology level 4 (or recognized equivalent) 
Students learn about the design process, product design, ergonomics, materials, product development 
and evaluation strategies and how to apply their knowledge to a range of situations. Internal assessment 
is based on planning, research, and development. Students take a written examination at the end of each 
semester and at course completion. 

 

 
 


